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CITY NEWSCITY NEWSInform,Inspire, & InvestCOMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER HUNTSVILLE RACIAL EQUITY FUND ANNUAL LUNCHEONCompiled by Speakin' Out News staff;  photo credits:  Shelly Williams, Speakin' Out News photographer

CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8
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CRIME & TRAGEDYMAN SAYS DAUGHTER, GRANDDAUGHTER NEARLY DIED WITH 2 OTHERS IN ALABAMA SHOOTING ALLEGEDLY OVER UTILITIESThe Falkville man charged with shooting three people last Sun-day, two of whom died, also shot at but missed...PG.2
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HEALTH
IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3

RELIGION
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama Hospital Association to have state lawmakers find a way to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the 
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about 
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL 
BLACK 
HISTORY.
NEITHER CAN HOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize finalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts: “Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters

BLACKBLACK
HISTORYHISTORY MONTHMONTH

COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7
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AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-426-0193

SERVICES
SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 Newspapers, reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run your ad in our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make one call to this newspaper (partici-
pating Ala-SCAN newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to advertise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Call Now! 1-833-
770-0326

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home's value! If you have water in your 
home that needs to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service location ready when you call! 

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6606

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

Family Services Center, Inc (FSC) announces 
an invitation for bids of, up to five (5), single­
family new homes with funding provided by 
the HOME program of the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, 
administered by the City of Huntsville 
Department of Community Development. 
There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference 
for all prospective bidders at 2:00 pm CST on 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 at FSC-520 
Madison St SE, Suite B in Huntsville, AL 
35801. Bid packets will be distributed at the 
conference and sealed bids will be due at the 
same location by 2:00 pm CST on Thursday, 
October 16, 2025 with bid opening at 2:15 pm 
the same day. FSC welcomes, encourages and 
supports the response and active participation 
of Section 3 qualified businesses owned by 
minorities and/or women. Compliance with 
Section 3 of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1968 will be required of 
the bid awardee. Please email questions to 
dgeh?er@fsc-hsv.org. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC AND NOTICE TO THE OWNERS OF 
PROPERTY AFFECTED BY THE DECISIONS OF THE 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
 
Public notice is hereby given of a Public Hearing to be held by the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
of the City of Huntsville, on the 16th of September at 6:00 p.m., on the 2nd Floor in the City 
Council Chambers of the New City of Huntsville Administration Building at 305 Fountain 
Circle Huntsville, AL 35801  in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, at which hearing it is to be 
determined whether or not the Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
shall give its written approval of the following variances and/or special exceptions: 
 

1. A use variance to allow a swimming pool in a required side yard at 9400 Crested Iris 
Lane SW, Michael Brady, appellant. 

2. The location of a structure at 7809 Benton Street SE, Monique Fleming, appellant. 
3. A use variance to allow temporary offsite parking area in Residence 1-A Zoning District 

and a PVA lighting and landscaping variance for the temporary offsite parking area at 
212 Westmoreland Avenue SE, Jeff M. Townsley of Rivertree Church, Inc., appellant.  

4. The location of a structure and a distance separation variance at 610 Clinton Avenue 
SE, Paul Matheny or Marc Goldmon of Matheny Goldmon Architecture + Interiors for 
Kimberly Bessiere Martin, appellant. 

5. A distance separation variance for a detached accessory structure at 112 White Street 
NE, Mark Brubaker for Nancy Sheppard, appellant.  

6. A variance for the location of PVA, PVA landscaping, PVA lighting and the location of 
a dumpster at 505 Memorial Parkway N NW, Hudson Pugh of Mullins, LLC for Terry 
Wolde of Wolde Flooring, LLC., appellant. 

7. A special exception to expand the existing recreation area to include pickleball courts 
and a playground and a PVA lighting and PVA landscape variance to expand the 
neighborhood clubhouse parking lot at 8314 Anslee Way NW, Jarrod Roecker of Anslee 
Farms HOA aka Anslee Farms Owners Association, Inc., appellant. 

8. The location of a caretaker/guardhouse in a Residence 2B Zoning District at 3300 
Holmes Avenue NW, Luke Croft of Schoel Engineering for Dr. Gurmej Sandhu of 
Sawan Technologies, LLC, appellant. 

9. The location of a structure at 515 Meridian Street NW, Adrianna Manginelli of Schoel 
Engineering Company, Inc. for Andy Kattos of ServisFirst Bank, Inc., appellant. 

10. A variance to allow front yard parking , a reduction in parking variance, a variance for 
the yard space requirements, and the location of a structure in a Residence 2-B Zoning 
District all for single family attached dwellings at Vacant lot south of Old Highway 431 
and east of the Publix Shopping Center on Wade Road AKA PPIN 60754 AKA a 
proposed 53 lot single family attached subdivision AKA proposed lots as follows: 
proposed lots 1 – 10 “Street B”,  proposed lots 11 – 20 “Street D”, proposed lots 21 – 
40 “Street A”, and proposed lots 44 – 53 “Street D”, Adrianna Manginelli of Schoel 
Engineering Company, Inc. for Paul Van Hoesen of HSV Wade SPE, LLC, appellant. 

11. A PVA lighting and a PVA landscaping variance at 103 Abingdon Avenue NW, Matthew 
Humphries of Morrell Engineering Inc., for Patrick Wynn of Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Huntsville, Inc., appellant. 

 
 
 

Extensions 
 
9825-1  A use variance to allow a banquet hall to include the sale of alcoholic beverages 

as a Special Retailer 160 license at 808 Maysville Road NE, William M. Chapman 
of Oak Place Huntsville LLC., appellant. 

9846-1  A special exception to allow a group childcare home at 3908 Timbercrest Drive 
NW, Laquita Rice, appellant. 

9919 The location of a structure at 4313 Natchez Drive SE, Peyton Morris for William 
Vandiver, appellant. 

9920 The location of a structure and a distance separation variance at 201 Surrey Road 
SW, Britt D. Tucker of Spearpoint Capital, LLC, appellant. 

9921 The location of a structure, total lot coverage variance, and a rear lot coverage 
variance at 203 Surrey Road SW, Britt D. Tucker of Spearpoint Capital, LLC, 
appellant. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF ABANDONED MOBILE HOME 
A Rockwood manufactured dwelling bearing no discernible VIN# has 
been abandoned at 7012 Old Railroad Bed Road, Toney, AL 35773. 

Pursuant to Ala. Code § 35-12A-8, the lot owner, RENEA PITTMAN, is 
receiving sealed bids on said manufactured dwelling and maintains the right 

to purchase the manufactured dwelling. Inspections may be arranged 
through Holly Ray, Esq. at 256-562- 1999. Sealed bids may be mailed to 

Holly Ray, P.O. Box 18862, Huntsville, AL 35804 and must be received by 
October 2, 2025. The winning bid will be awarded on October 3, 2025 at 

4:00 p.m. at 703 Ward Avenue, Huntsville, AL 35801. 

 

 

Pre-bid meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at 10:00 am, at City Hall, on the 6th Floor in Training 
Rooms 624/625 at 305 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL  35801.  
 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
 

WANTED: Sealed bids in duplicate for the construction of: Tennessee River Greenway Phase III, more particularly 
known as Project No.  71-23-WP04.            
 
Description of Project: Tennessee River Greenway Phase III – 1.5 miles of greenway along the Tennessee River 
from Hobbs Road to Green Cove Road to connect Elgies Greenway to Ditto Landing.  
 
 
The attention of all bidders is called to Code of Alabama §§ 34-8-1 and 34-8-2 (1975) and 34-8-1, 34-8-2, 34-8-4, 34-8-
6, 34-8-7, 34-8-8 and 34-8-9 (amended 1996) setting forth the definition of general contractor and the licensing 
procedures and requirements for state licensing.  A copy of the above Codes may be obtained from the OWNER 
(City of Huntsville).  No one is entitled to bid and no contract may be awarded to anyone who does not possess a 
valid general contractor’s license and the required classification for the municipal type work to be performed.  The 
general contractor’s license and classification must appear on the outside of the bid envelope along with the 
general contractor’s name and address, project name and number and date and time of bid opening.  Section 39-3-
5 Code of Alabama has been amended as follows:   
 
“In awarding the Contract, preference will be given to Alabama resident contractors and a nonresident bidder 
domiciled in a state having laws granting preference to local contractors shall be awarded the Contract only on the 
same basis as the nonresident bidder’s state awards contracts to Alabama contractors bidding under similar 
circumstances.” 
 
This project Tennessee River Greenway Phase III, more particularly known as Project No. 71-23-WP04                   
requires the contractor to possess a State of Alabama Classification of (HS) Highways & Streets or (MU) Municipal 
& Utility. 
 
After proposals are opened and read, they will be compared on the basis of the summation of the products or 
approximate quantities shown in Attachment “A”, multiplied by the unit bid prices.   In the event of a discrepancy 
between unit bid prices and extensions, the unit bid price shall govern.    A proposal will not be considered unless 
signed by the bidder or his authorized agent and accompanied by cashier’s check or properly signed bid bond, as 
required by law. 
 
In determining the successful bidder, the Owner will consider in addition to the bid prices, such responsibility 
factors as characteristics and responsibility, skill, experience, record of integrity in business, and of performance 
offered and past record of performance on Owner contracts on other similar projects.  Any other factors not 
specifically mentioned or provided for herein, in addition to that of the bid price which would affect the final cost of 
the Owner, will be taken into consideration in making award of contract.  The right is reserved to reject any bid 
where investigation of the business and technical organization of the bidder available for the contemplated work, 
including financial resources, equipment, and experience on similar projects does not satisfy the Owner that such 
bidder is qualified to perform the work.  The City Council of the City of Huntsville reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive informalities.   
 
Separate sealed bids for the construction of this project will be received at City Hall, 305 Fountain Circle, on the 6th 
Floor, in Training Room 624/625, on the 3rd day of October, 2025, until 10:00 a.m. If bid is mailed, the bid should be 
addressed to City Engineering-4th Floor, 305 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL  35801 and must be received prior to 
the bid opening date and time.  Each bid shall be accompanied by an original signed, dated and sealed Bid Bond in 
the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the total shown on the schedule of prices, but not exceeding 
$10,000.00.  Quantities are known as Attachment “A”.    No bidder may withdraw his bid within ninety (90) days 
after the actual date of opening. 
 
  
These Addenda, Special Provisions, Plans, the Supplement to General Requirements for Construction of Public 
Improvements City of Huntsville Specifications, Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements 
Contract Projects and all supplementary documents are essential parts of the contract, and a requirement 
occurring in one is as binding as though occurring in all. They are intended to be complimentary and to describe 
and provide for a complete work.  Contract Document Order of Precedence shall be as follows: 
 

1.  Addenda 
2. General Requirements (Instructions to Bidders and Bid Proposal including Attachments) 
3. Supplement to General Requirements 
4. Drawings / City of Huntsville Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements 

Contract Projects 1991  
5. Supplemental Specifications (Earthwork, Chain Link Fences, and Gates) 
6. Special Conditions 
7. Current ALDOT Specifications 

 
 

 
 
 Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements Contract Projects and Engineering Standards 
are available at no charge by downloading from the City Engineering website: 
http://www.huntsvilleal.gov/government/departments/engineering-department/. Plans and proposals can be 
downloaded from our website at no cost:  https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/business/bid-a-project/rfp/. Contractors will 
be responsible for costs of duplicating their own plans and can choose photocopying facility of their choice.  
Additionally, Contractors are responsible for checking website for any revisions/updates.  Contractor is required to 
submit pricing, provided by the COH (Attachment “A”) and made available for download from the Engineering 
website, on a thumb/flash drive (preferably in a live/flash drive format) in the Excel format.  The thumb/flash drive 
(preferably in a live/flash drive format) must be in working condition and included with original bid packet and 
reflect the correct revision, along with two signed hard copies.  Bid must be submitted from the file (Quantities) 
provided and downloaded from the City of Huntsville’s website. Failure to do so may be cause for rejection of bid. 
The City reserves the right to reject any altered bid resulting from altering the thumb/flash drive in any manner. If a 
price discrepancy is found on the thumb/flash drive, or the correct version of bid quantities is not submitted on the 
thumb/flash drive, which corresponds to the printed hard copy, then printed hard copy prices submitted with 
original bid documents, with Contractor signature, will prevail.  All bids must be SEALED before submittal at the 
bid opening. Any bids received that are not sealed will be immediately rejected.  
 
E-VERIFY – NOTICE 
    
The Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 2011-535,  Code of Alabama (1975) § 
31-13-1 through 31-13-30 (also known as and hereinafter referred to as “ the Alabama Immigration Act”) as 
amended by Act No. 2012-491 on May 16, 2012 is applicable to all competitively bid contracts with the City of 
Huntsville.   As a condition for the award of a contract and as a term and condition of the contract with the City of 
Huntsville, in accordance with § 31-13-9 (a) of the Alabama Immigration Act, as amended, any business entity or 
employer that employs one or more employees shall not knowingly employ, hire for employment, or continue to 
employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  During the performance of the contract, such business 
entity or employer shall participate in the E-Verify program and shall verify every employee that is required to be 
verified according to the applicable federal rules and regulations.  The business entity or employer shall assure 
that these requirements are included in each subcontract in accordance with §31-13-9(c).  Failure to comply with 
these requirements may result in breach of contract, termination of the contract or subcontract, and possibly 
suspension or revocation of business licenses and permits in accordance with §31-13-9 (e) (1) & (2).  Code of 
Alabama (1975) § 31-13-9 (k) requires that the following clause be included in all City of Huntsville contracts that 
have been competitively bid and is hereby made a part of this contract: 
 
“By signing this contract the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, that they will not violate 
federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien 
within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be 
deemed in breach of the agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.” 
 
 
Contractor’s E-Verify Memorandum of Understanding shall be a part of the contract bid documents and shall be 
submitted with the bid package.  
 
ALABAMA IMMIGRATION ACT (Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 2011-535, 
Code of Alabama (1975) 
 
Compliance with the requirements of the (Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 
2011-535, Code of Alabama (1975) § 31-13-1 through 31-13-30, as amended by Alabama Act 2012-241,  commonly 
referred to as the Alabama Immigration Law, is required for City of Huntsville, Alabama contracts that are 
competitively bid as a condition of the contract performance.  The Contractor shall submit in the bid package, with 
the requested information included on the form, the “City of Huntsville, Alabama Report of Ownership Form” listed 
in the bid proposal as Attachment “I”. The bidder selected for award of the contract may be required to complete 
additional forms relating to citizenship or alien status of the bidder and its employees, including e-verify 
information, prior to award of a contract. 
 
ALABAMA ACT 2016-312 
 
“In accordance with Alabama Act 2016-312 as adopted and approved on May 5, 2016, on behalf of 
____________________ (insert name of business) I do hereby certify and represent that this business is not 
currently engaged in, and will not engage in, the boycott of a person or an entity based in or doing business with a 
jurisdiction with which this state can enjoy open trade. 
 
_______________________________________ 
Title: ___________________________________ 
(Signature of authorized individual) ” 
 
 
 
Advertise Date:   9/10/25 

MANDATORY Pre-bid meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 10:00 am, at City Hall, on the 6th 
Floor in Training Rooms 624/625 at 305 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL  35801. Bidders must attend this pre-bid 
meeting to be eligible to submit a bid. 
 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
 

WANTED: Sealed bids in duplicate for the construction of: Cummings Research Park Monument Signs, more 
particularly known as Project No. 71-25-SP25.            
 
Description of Project: Construction of new monument signage for Cummings Research Park.  
 
 
The attention of all bidders is called to Code of Alabama §§ 34-8-1 and 34-8-2 (1975) and 34-8-1, 34-8-2, 34-8-4, 34-8-
6, 34-8-7, 34-8-8 and 34-8-9 (amended 1996) setting forth the definition of general contractor and the licensing 
procedures and requirements for state licensing.  A copy of the above Codes may be obtained from the OWNER 
(City of Huntsville).  No one is entitled to bid and no contract may be awarded to anyone who does not possess a 
valid general contractor’s license and the required classification for the municipal type work to be performed.  The 
general contractor’s license and classification must appear on the outside of the bid envelope along with the 
general contractor’s name and address, project name and number and date and time of bid opening.  Section 39-3-
5 Code of Alabama has been amended as follows:   
 
“In awarding the Contract, preference will be given to Alabama resident contractors and a nonresident bidder 
domiciled in a state having laws granting preference to local contractors shall be awarded the Contract only on the 
same basis as the nonresident bidder’s state awards contracts to Alabama contractors bidding under similar 
circumstances.” 
 
This project Cummings Research Park Monument Signs, more particularly known as Project No. 71-25-SP25                    
requires the contractor to possess a State of Alabama Classification of (SC)-Outdoor Advertising Signs.  
 
After proposals are opened and read, they will be compared on the basis of the summation of the products or 
approximate quantities shown in Attachment “A”, multiplied by the unit bid prices.   In the event of a discrepancy 
between unit bid prices and extensions, the unit bid price shall govern.    A proposal will not be considered unless 
signed by the bidder or his authorized agent and accompanied by cashier’s check or properly signed bid bond, as 
required by law. 
 
In determining the successful bidder, the Owner will consider in addition to the bid prices, such responsibility 
factors as characteristics and responsibility, skill, experience, record of integrity in business, and of performance 
offered and past record of performance on Owner contracts on other similar projects.  Any other factors not 
specifically mentioned or provided for herein, in addition to that of the bid price which would affect the final cost of 
the Owner, will be taken into consideration in making award of contract.  The right is reserved to reject any bid 
where investigation of the business and technical organization of the bidder available for the contemplated work, 
including financial resources, equipment, and experience on similar projects does not satisfy the Owner that such 
bidder is qualified to perform the work.  The City Council of the City of Huntsville reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive informalities.   
 
Separate sealed bids for the construction of this project will be received at City Hall, 305 Fountain Circle, on the 6th 
Floor, in Training Room 624/625, on the 30th day of September, 2025, until 10:00 a.m. If bid is mailed, the bid should 
be addressed to City Engineering-4th Floor, 305 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL  35801 and must be received prior 
to the bid opening date and time.  Each bid shall be accompanied by an original signed, dated and sealed Bid Bond 
in the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the total shown on the schedule of prices, but not exceeding 
$10,000.00.  Quantities are known as Attachment “A”.    No bidder may withdraw his bid within ninety (90) days 
after the actual date of opening. 
 
  
These Addenda, Special Provisions, Plans, the Supplement to General Requirements for Construction of Public 
Improvements City of Huntsville Specifications, Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements 
Contract Projects and all supplementary documents are essential parts of the contract, and a requirement 
occurring in one is as binding as though occurring in all. They are intended to be complimentary and to describe 
and provide for a complete work.  Contract Document Order of Precedence shall be as follows: 
 

1.  Addenda 
2. General Requirements (Instructions to Bidders and Bid Proposal including Attachments) 
3. Supplement to General Requirements 
4. Drawings / City of Huntsville Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements 

Contract Projects 1991  
5. Supplemental Specifications (Earthwork, Chain Link Fences, and Gates) 
6. Special Conditions 
7. Current ALDOT Specifications 

 
 
  

 
Standard Specifications for Construction of Public Improvements Contract Projects and Engineering Standards are 
available at no charge by downloading from the City Engineering website: 
http://www.huntsvilleal.gov/government/departments/engineering-department/. Plans and proposals can be 
downloaded from our website at no cost:  https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/business/bid-a-project/rfp/. Contractors will 
be responsible for costs of duplicating their own plans and can choose photocopying facility of their choice.  
Additionally, Contractors are responsible for checking website for any revisions/updates.  Contractor is required to 
submit pricing, provided by the COH (Attachment “A”) and made available for download from the Engineering 
website, on a thumb/flash drive (preferably in a live/flash drive format) in the Excel format.  The thumb/flash drive 
(preferably in a live/flash drive format) must be in working condition and included with original bid packet and 
reflect the correct revision, along with two signed hard copies.  Bid must be submitted from the file (Quantities) 
provided and downloaded from the City of Huntsville’s website. Failure to do so may be cause for rejection of bid. 
The City reserves the right to reject any altered bid resulting from altering the thumb/flash drive in any manner. If a 
price discrepancy is found on the thumb/flash drive, or the correct version of bid quantities is not submitted on the 
thumb/flash drive, which corresponds to the printed hard copy, then printed hard copy prices submitted with 
original bid documents, with Contractor signature, will prevail.  All bids must be SEALED before submittal at the 
bid opening. Any bids received that are not sealed will be immediately rejected.  
 
E-VERIFY – NOTICE 
    
The Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 2011-535,  Code of Alabama (1975) § 
31-13-1 through 31-13-30 (also known as and hereinafter referred to as “ the Alabama Immigration Act”) as 
amended by Act No. 2012-491 on May 16, 2012 is applicable to all competitively bid contracts with the City of 
Huntsville.   As a condition for the award of a contract and as a term and condition of the contract with the City of 
Huntsville, in accordance with § 31-13-9 (a) of the Alabama Immigration Act, as amended, any business entity or 
employer that employs one or more employees shall not knowingly employ, hire for employment, or continue to 
employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  During the performance of the contract, such business 
entity or employer shall participate in the E-Verify program and shall verify every employee that is required to be 
verified according to the applicable federal rules and regulations.  The business entity or employer shall assure 
that these requirements are included in each subcontract in accordance with §31-13-9(c).  Failure to comply with 
these requirements may result in breach of contract, termination of the contract or subcontract, and possibly 
suspension or revocation of business licenses and permits in accordance with §31-13-9 (e) (1) & (2).  Code of 
Alabama (1975) § 31-13-9 (k) requires that the following clause be included in all City of Huntsville contracts that 
have been competitively bid and is hereby made a part of this contract: 
 
“By signing this contract the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, that they will not violate 
federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien 
within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be 
deemed in breach of the agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.” 
 
 
Contractor’s E-Verify Memorandum of Understanding shall be a part of the contract bid documents and shall be 
submitted with the bid package.  
 
ALABAMA IMMIGRATION ACT (Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 2011-535, 
Code of Alabama (1975) 
 
Compliance with the requirements of the (Beason-Hammon Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act, Act No. 
2011-535, Code of Alabama (1975) § 31-13-1 through 31-13-30, as amended by Alabama Act 2012-241,  commonly 
referred to as the Alabama Immigration Law, is required for City of Huntsville, Alabama contracts that are 
competitively bid as a condition of the contract performance.  The Contractor shall submit in the bid package, with 
the requested information included on the form, the “City of Huntsville, Alabama Report of Ownership Form” listed 
in the bid proposal as Attachment “I”. The bidder selected for award of the contract may be required to complete 
additional forms relating to citizenship or alien status of the bidder and its employees, including e-verify 
information, prior to award of a contract. 
 
ALABAMA ACT 2016-312 
 
“In accordance with Alabama Act 2016-312 as adopted and approved on May 5, 2016, on behalf of 
____________________ (insert name of business) I do hereby certify and represent that this business is not 
currently engaged in, and will not engage in, the boycott of a person or an entity based in or doing business with a 
jurisdiction with which this state can enjoy open trade. 
 
_______________________________________ 
Title: ___________________________________ 
(Signature of authorized individual) ” 
 
 
 
Advertise Date:   9/10/25 

COMPLETION OF WORK
NOTICE OF COMPLETION 

 
McCord Construction, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Completion of 
Contract with City of Huntsville, Project Name: Mohawk Project, 
located in the City of Huntsville, Alabama.  All Claims should be filed 
at City of Huntsville, Public Service Building, 320 Fountain Cir, 
Huntsville, Alabama during this period of advertisement. August 27, 
September 3, 10, and 17, 2025.  
 
 
Legal Notice 

In accordance with Section 16, Title 50 Code of Alabama, 1940 notice is hereby given that GKL 
Companies, Inc., Contractor, has completed the contract for construction of Selected 
Replacement of Several Roofs Areas for the Von Braun Center, 700 Monroe Street SW, 
Huntsville, AL 35801 for the State of Alabama and the City of Huntsville.  Owners have made a 
request for final settlement of said contract. 

GKL Companies, Inc. 

112 Rainbow Industrial Drive 

Rainbow City, AL 35906 
RUN DATES: Wednesdays, August 27, September 3, September 10, and September 17

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Parrish Wright
2180 Parkway Lake Dr
Hoover, AL 35244-1803
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Press Association for
the week of Sept. 7th to 13th.

$1000.00

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Sept. 17th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, MS 39350

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers,
Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

Deanco Auction 601-656-9768         www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding - Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers, Excavators, Motor
Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction Eq..
Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments,
Misc. & Much More!!

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, September 17th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, September 17th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350

601-656-9768    www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 andthen a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers,
Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Sept. 17th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350

601-656-9768    www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 and then a 3% buyers premium on the remaining balance of each lot.

Selling All Types of Construction Eq. including: Dozers,
Excavators, Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck
Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

INVITATION FOR BID # 81-2025-55 
 
QUESTION DEADLINE:  09/18/2025 at 2:00PM local time 
BID OPENING DATE:   09/23/2025 at 2:00PM local time 
 
The City of Huntsville will receive sealed bids, priced on a firm fixed price basis (stipulated sum), to 
provide all necessary equipment, materials, labor and supervision necessary, as outlined in the Plans, 
Specifications, and Bid Manual for the City of Huntsville Streets Resurfacing FY2025 Phase 4 Project 
 
PROJECT ADDRESS  Various Streets/Locations Through Out the City 
    Huntsville, AL  35801  
 
PROJECT MANAGER  Scott Richardson, Senior ROW Inspector 
    (256) 883-3984 
 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE  Tamara M Yancy, Procurement Services, (256) 883-3614 
PROCUREMENT SERVICES  305 Fountain Circle, 3rd Floor, Huntsville, AL 35801 (physical address) 
    P. O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804 (mailing address)  
  
PLANS:  The contract documents, plans, and specifications will be available for inspection at area plan 
rooms no later than September 10, 2025 and can be downloaded through BidNet Direct at 
www.bidnetdirect.com/alabama/cityofhuntsville.  The City of Huntsville will refund the cost of printing for 
up to one set for each prime contractor bidder upon receipt of the documents in usable condition within 
ten days following the bid opening along with a receipt showing the cost of printing.        
 
QUALIFICATIONS:  The qualifications, ability, and responsibility of all bidders and of their proposed sub-
contractors will be considered in making the award.  Bids of $100,000 or more will be accepted only from 
qualified General Contractors licensed by the State Licensing Board of General Contractors of Alabama 
as required by Code of Alabama (1975) Titles 34 and 46 as amended.  Only bids of such Contractors who 
are licensed prior to the date of the bid opening will be considered.   
  
RECEIVING BIDS: All bids shall be submitted to the City of Huntsville, Procurement Services, no later 
than the time to be determined on the above referenced bid date at which time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the City Council Chambers of Huntsville City Hall located at 305 Fountain 
Circle.   All bids received prior to time of bid opening shall be kept secure and unopened.  Late bids will 
not be accepted.  All bids shall be submitted on the bid forms prepared and furnished by the City of 
Huntsville in a sealed envelope addressed to the City’s Procurement Services contact. 

INVITATION FOR BID # 82-2025-55 
 
QUESTION DEADLINE:  09/18/2025 at 2:00PM local time 
BID OPENING DATE:   09/23/2025 at 2:00PM local time 
 
The City of Huntsville will receive sealed bids, priced on a firm fixed price basis (stipulated sum), to 
provide all necessary equipment, materials, labor and supervision necessary, as outlined in the Plans, 
Specifications, and Bid Manual for the City of Huntsville Streets Concrete & ADA Upgrades FY2025 
Phase 4 Project 
 
PROJECT ADDRESS  Various Streets/Locations Through Out the City 
    Huntsville, AL  35801  
 
PROJECT MANAGER  Scott Richardson, Senior ROW Inspector 
    (256) 883-3984 
 
CITY OF HUNTSVILLE  Tamara M Yancy, Procurement Services, (256) 883-3614 
PROCUREMENT SERVICES  305 Fountain Circle, 3rd Floor, Huntsville, AL 35801 (physical address) 
    P. O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804 (mailing address)  
  
PLANS:  The contract documents, plans, and specifications will be available for inspection at area plan 
rooms no later than September 10, 2025 and can be downloaded through BidNet Direct at 
www.bidnetdirect.com/alabama/cityofhuntsville.  The City of Huntsville will refund the cost of printing for 
up to one set for each prime contractor bidder upon receipt of the documents in usable condition within 
ten days following the bid opening along with a receipt showing the cost of printing.        
 
QUALIFICATIONS:  The qualifications, ability, and responsibility of all bidders and of their proposed sub-
contractors will be considered in making the award.  Bids of $100,000 or more will be accepted only from 
qualified General Contractors licensed by the State Licensing Board of General Contractors of Alabama 
as required by Code of Alabama (1975) Titles 34 and 46 as amended.  Only bids of such Contractors who 
are licensed prior to the date of the bid opening will be considered.   
  
RECEIVING BIDS: All bids shall be submitted to the City of Huntsville, Procurement Services, no later 
than the time to be determined on the above referenced bid date at which time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the City Council Chambers of Huntsville City Hall located at 305 Fountain 
Circle.   All bids received prior to time of bid opening shall be kept secure and unopened.  Late bids will 
not be accepted.  All bids shall be submitted on the bid forms prepared and furnished by the City of 
Huntsville in a sealed envelope addressed to the City’s Procurement Services contact. 
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PARES TO SUE, ALA-
BAMA PUSHES BACK

Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral Phil Weiser warned 
that he is prepared to 
challenge the move in 
federal court, calling it “a 
reckless political game” 
that could disrupt the 
lives of military families 
already settled in Colo-
rado Springs.

Alabama Attorney Gen-
eral Steve Marshall fired 
back, vowing to defend 
the decision. “Alabama 
earned Space Command 
in 2021. This is our fight, 
and we’re ready,” Mar-
shall said. If Colorado 
sues, he made clear, Ala-
bama intends to be in the 
room.

Both sides admit what 
the rest of the country 
can see: politics are fu-
eling this battle. Weiser 
accused Trump of jeopar-
dizing national security 
for political gain, while 
Marshall blasted Biden’s 
2023 reversal as the real 
political stunt.

HUNTSVILLE LEAD-
ERS SHIFT INTO AC-
TION

Even as legal threats 
swirl, Huntsville officials 
are wasting no time pre-
paring for the command’s 
arrival. Redstone Arsenal 
leaders say they are pre-
pared to begin construc-
tion soon.

“We’re ready to move 
dirt,” said Martin Tray-
lor, deputy garrison 
commander at Redstone 
Arsenal. “Once the re-
quirements are finalized, 
we could have tempo-
rary facilities operational 
within 18 to 24 months.”

On Thursday, Mayor 
Tommy Battle welcomed 
Gen. Stephen Whiting, 
Commander of U.S. Space 
Command, to Huntsville 
City Hall for the first time. 
The visit marked a major 
milestone as the city and 
Redstone Arsenal begin 
the formal transition to 
host Space Command’s 
permanent headquarters.

“We are honored to 
welcome Gen. Whiting to 
Huntsville,” Battle said. 
“This is an exciting mo-
ment for our city, but 
more importantly, it’s 
about ensuring the secu-
rity of our nation.”

Whiting echoed the 
sentiment: “North Ala-

bama has been very 
welcoming, and we’re 
thrilled to be here on 
the ground. Our job right 
now is to figure out how 
expeditiously, in a pro-
fessional and disciplined 
manner, we can start to 
make the move the Presi-
dent has directed — all 
while continuing our vi-
tal national security mis-
sions.”

JOBS, GROWTH, AND 
REGIONAL IMPACT

The relocation is ex-
pected to add 1,400 di-
rect jobs over the next 
five years, with roughly 
280 new jobs per year. 
Mayor Battle emphasized 
that many of these posi-
tions can be filled by the 
city’s existing workforce, 
strengthening Hunts-
ville’s role as a regional 
hub.

“Every day 110,000 
people commute into the 
city and 60,000 leave, and 
that flow makes Hunts-
ville a regional hub,” Bat-
tle noted.

THE BIGGER PIC-
TURE

At just over six years 
old, U.S. Space Command 
is a cornerstone of Amer-
ica’s defense strategy, 
charged with protecting 
U.S. interests in space. 
Whiting highlighted the 
gravity of its mission: 
“Our job is to evaluate 
and plan for how the U.S. 
can use its space capa-
bilities to make America 
stronger and to defend 
our nation’s citizens.”

Mayor Battle put it 
simply: “We’re part of 
something a lot bigger 
than just Huntsville or 
Alabama. We’re part of 
something that protects 
and defends our country 
— and this community 
takes that mission very 
seriously.”

TIMELINE: THE 
SPACE COMMAND 
TUG-OF-WAR

• January 2021 (Trump 
Term 1): Trump awards 
Space Command HQ to 
Huntsville after a com-
petitive site selection.

• July 2023 (Biden 
Administration): Biden 
reverses course, keep-
ing the HQ in Colorado 
Springs.

• September 2, 2025 
(Trump Term 2): Trump 
announces once again 
that Space Command is 
headed to Redstone Ar-
senal.

• September 2025 
(Now): Colorado prepares 
to sue; Alabama vows to 
defend. Huntsville lead-
ers prepare to build.

SPACE
SHOWDOWN 
continued from page 1

which was, let’s go ahead 
and seat these folks who 
are questionable, and we ac-
knowledge that there’s ques-
tions, but let’s seat those 
folks so Alabama has its full 
contingent and can vote,” 
Hughes said. “I suggested 
that folks vote against that 
credentials report, in part, 
because if it’s a flawed elec-
tion, then whoever is voting 
cannot represent Alabama 
Democrats. It gives the state, 
theoretically, full voting 
strength, but it was a flawed 
election to begin with, so 
who’s being represented by 
doing that?”

 WHO WERE UNSEATED
• Joe M. Reed – Longtime 

ADP Vice Chair for Minor-
ity Affairs; initially seated 
despite election findings 
raised by the DNC Cre-
dentials Committee (1819 
News).

• Donna Foster – Alabama 
DNC member whose elec-
tion was invalidated due to 
concerns about the compo-
sition of the electorate and 
vote tabulation (1819 News).

• Charlie Staten – The 
third member elected in the 
same contested cycle; unlike 
Foster and Reed, his margin 
of victory was deemed suffi-
cient to withstand scrutiny 
(1819 News).

BACKGROUND
In April 2025, the DNC 

Credentials Committee rec-
ommended new elections 
due to irregularities found 
in the selection process 
of these members. While 
Staten’s election was up-
held, Foster’s and Reed’s 
were rejected. Rather than 
immediately unseating all 
three, the committee issued 
a resolution proposing to 
temporarily seat them just 
for the August meeting, with 
the expectation of remediat-
ed elections to follow (1819 
News).

At the national meeting in 
Chicago, however, the DNC 
rejected that compromise—
effectively removing all three 
from their roles and sending 
the matter back to the Cre-
dentials Committee for fur-
ther action (1819 News).

YEARS OF INFIGHTING
The latest fight stems 

from a 2024 vote for Ala-
bama’s DNC members that 
collapsed after failing to 
meet quorum. A flawed mail-
in process followed, and 
when that effort also failed, 
ADP Chair Randy Kelley de-
clared the seats vacant and 
appointed replacements. 
That decision triggered a 
challenge at the national 
level.

This conflict is only the 
most recent chapter in a 
feud stretching back to 
2019, when then-U.S. Sen. 
Doug Jones helped push 
through new bylaws for the 
state party. Those bylaws 
diluted Reed’s influence by 
creating new caucuses for 
Hispanics, youth, Asians, 
and people with disabili-
ties. Since then, Reed and 
Kelley’s faction has fought 
to roll back those changes, 
while Jones-aligned Demo-
crats and national leaders 
have pushed for broader rep-
resentation.

WHAT’S NEXT
The unseating leaves 

Alabama Democrats with 
reduced representation at 
the national level until new, 
DNC-monitored elections 
can be held.

While Reed and his allies 
insist the moves amount to 
outside interference and ra-
cial bias, national party of-
ficials argue the integrity of 
the election process must 
come first.   

Timeline of the Feud
• 2019 – Then-U.S. Sen. 

Doug Jones pushes bylaw 
changes in the Alabama 
Democratic Party, expand-
ing minority caucuses and 
reducing Reed’s influence.

• 2022 – Randy Kelley 
elected ADP chair; Reed and 
allies regain influence, move 
to roll back 2019 reforms.

• 2024 – ADP fails to 
reach quorum for DNC del-
egate elections; mail-in vote 
also deemed flawed. Kelley 
appoints replacements uni-
laterally.

• April 2025 – DNC Cre-
dentials Committee orders 
new elections but raises 
concerns about irregulari-
ties and non-members vot-
ing.

• August 26, 2025 – At its 
Chicago meeting, the DNC 
rejects a compromise to 
temporarily seat the disput-
ed members, voting instead 

the $50 billion Rural Health 
Transformation Grant in-
cluded in the nearly 900-
page Republican-backed 
package of tax cuts, spend-
ing reductions, and policy 
changes signed into law by 
President Trump in July.

Harris said Alabama could 
ultimately receive as much 
as $200 million a year. The 
grants will be administered 
by the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS), 
which just held its first call 
with state health officials 
last week. Applications are 
expected in mid-Septem-
ber, with states required to 
submit proposals by early 
November. Funds must be 
awarded before year’s end.

“It’s an enormous amount 
of money,” Harris told law-
makers, emphasizing that 
the funding is designed not 
just to sustain existing hos-
pitals but to transform rural 
health care delivery. Eligible 
uses include:

• Improving access and 
delivery systems.

• Supporting innovative 
care models.

• Recruiting and retaining 
rural providers.

• Upgrading technology 
and infrastructure.

Still, Harris noted CMS 
has not yet defined what 
qualifies as “rural” for the 
program, a key detail for de-
termining which communi-
ties will benefit.

The new funding comes 
as 27 of Alabama’s 50 rural 
hospitals are at risk of clo-
sure, according to former 
Alabama Hospital Associa-
tion president Dr. Don Wil-
liamson. Nineteen face im-
minent threat within two 
to three years. Lawmakers 
warned that closures affect 
the entire state, forcing pa-
tients into urban hospitals 
and making it harder to at-
tract jobs.

Harris also revealed the 
Alabama Department of Pub-
lic Health (ADPH) lost $175 
million in federal grants 
in March, after the Trump 
administration abruptly 
ended long-running fund-
ing streams, including $160 
million from the Epidemi-
ology and Laboratory Ca-
pacity grant. That program 
had supported outbreak 
response, lab staffing, and 
infection-control training 
statewide.

“In all, we had $175 mil-
lion or so of money that we 
thought we had on a Monday 
that we didn’t have access to 
on a Tuesday,” Harris said.

RURAL
HEALTH
continued from page 1

District 1 since 1996, ran 
on a platform of economic 
growth, improved infra-
structure, and transparen-
cy in city government.

But the win has been 
clouded by allegations 
that voters in at least two 
precincts — Decatur Bap-
tist Church and St. James 
CPCA — were given ballots 
omitting the names of two 
qualified mayoral candi-
dates, Butch Matthews and 
Susy Wiley.

LAWSUIT FILED TO 
STOP CERTIFICATION

On Sept. 5, Decatur resi-
dent Maurice Ayers filed 
suit in Morgan County Cir-
cuit Court, asking a judge 
to block certification of the 
election. The complaint ar-
gues that the ballot errors 
denied voters a full slate of 
candidates, potentially im-

pacting the outcome.
The lawsuit is backed by 

at least eight sworn affida-
vits from voters who say 
the names of Matthews and 
Wiley did not appear on 
their ballots. Plaintiffs are 
requesting that the court 
preserve all election mate-
rials and schedule an im-
mediate hearing before cer-
tification moves forward.

“Voters have a right to a 
complete and accurate bal-
lot,” the complaint reads, 
adding that the omissions 
amount to disenfranchise-
ment.

ELECTION OFFICIALS 
PUSH BACK

City election officials 
have rejected the claims, 
insisting all ballots were 
valid and that no names 
were missing. “There were 
no omissions,” officials 
said in a statement, main-
taining that the results 
reflect the will of Decatur 
voters.

Still, the legal challenge 

could delay certification of 
Lawrence’s win and com-
plicate plans for the transi-
tion of power.

POLITICAL IMPLICA-
TIONS

The lawsuit adds drama 
to an already high-stakes 
race. Jackson, who made 
history as Decatur’s first 
Black city councilman 
nearly three decades ago, 
mounted a strong chal-
lenge despite a contro-
versial residency dispute 
during the campaign. Crit-
ics claimed he listed a 
condemned house as his 
official residence on quali-
fying documents, though 
Jackson did not directly 
address the allegations.

For now, Lawrence’s vic-
tory — and Jackson’s de-
feat — remain official but 
uncertified, leaving the city 
in political limbo as the 
courts weigh whether the 
ballot issues merit inter-
vention.

LAWSUIT
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consider their needs and 
wishes. They made a com-
pelling case, we listened, 
and their passion, knowl-
edge and enthusiasm won 
us over.”

Keith and General 
Services Director Ricky 
Wilkinson hosted listening 
sessions with residents to 
plan the skate rink. They 
say the residents educated 
them about roller skating, 
how it differed from inline 
skating and skateboard-
ing, and why roller skaters 
prefer asphalt over con-
crete.

“It’s been a tremendous 
experience,” Wilkinson 

said. “These residents re-
searched facilities all over 
the nation and they steered 
the product you see today. 
It’s always great when we 
hire design firms with a 
lot of experience, but it is 
impressive when a commu-
nity brings its passion and 
knowledge to the table.”

The skating rink will 
have new restrooms and 
picnic facilities. It is de-
signed for patrons to eas-
ily connect to other ame-
nities at the park, which 
include a playground, ten-
nis courts, multi-purpose 
fields, football, baseball 
and softball fields.

“Huntsville Parks and 
Recreation is committed 
to enhancing new and ex-
isting facilities, amenities 
and parks,” Parks & Recre-
ation Director James Gos-
sett said. “We hope this en-
courages residents to get 
active, explore and maybe 
even try something new.”

District 1 City Council 
Member Michelle Watkins 
praised the project’s im-
pact on the community. 
“We are happy to celebrate 
the opening of the City of 
Huntsville’s only outdoor 
roller skating rink, and it 
is right here in District 1. 
This marks the beginning 
of expanded recreation op-
portunities and future up-
grades for our community. 
It is a step toward ensur-
ing that our residents have 
safe and engaging spaces 
to enjoy, grow and thrive.”

Located on 68 acres 
south of Stringfield Road 
and west of Pulaski Pike, 
Stoner Park continues to 
grow as one of Huntsville’s 
most dynamic recreation 
hubs. The skating rink 
is located at 3715 Bragg 
Street NW, Huntsville, AL 
35810. More details are 
available at the City of 
Huntsville’s official web-
site: huntsvilleal.gov.

SKATING 
RINK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-655 
 

WHEREAS, certain property has recently been annexed to the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property is now legally part of the incorporated municipality of the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama, and as such is subject to the laws and ordinances governing the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said property, having been outside the boundaries of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, prior to the annexing of same to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has never been 
subject to the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, has given 
consideration to an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, a synopsis of said amendment being as 
follows: 
 

(1) The zoning of 572.48 acres of land lying on the north of Bob Wade Ln and 
east and west of Mt. Lebanon Rd to Residence 2, Residence 2-B and 
Highway Business C-4 Districts. 
 

(2) The first publication of this resolution, this synopsis, and the ordinance 
hereinafter set out at length shall be in the Speakin’ Out News on the 3rd                  
day of September, 2025, and the second publication shall be one week 
thereafter on the 10th  day of September, 2025, both of which publications 
shall be at least 15 days in advance of the date of the public hearing 
hereinafter referred to. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the judgement and opinion of the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, that consideration should be given to the adoption of an amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, in accordance with said request; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows: 
 
1. That the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet at 5:30 p.m. on 

the 25th   day of September, 2025, in the Council Chambers of the City of Huntsville 
Administration Building at 305 Fountain Circle in the City of Huntsville, Alabama, for the 
purpose of holding a public hearing at which time and place all persons, parties in interest and 
cities who desire, shall have an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of said 
Ordinance No. 25-656, which was introduced by the City Council of the City of Huntsville on 
the 28th day of August, 2025, amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, is substantially in words and figures as follows: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 25-656 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The public welfare requiring it, and under authority granted by Section 11-52-78 of the 
1975 Code of Alabama, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Huntsville, 
Alabama, as follows: 
 
 1. That the following area, land lying on the north of Bob Wade Ln and east and west of 
Mt. Lebanon Rd, which area is a newly annexed area of the City of Huntsville, Madison County, 
Alabama, and which has not been zoned previously, shall be shown and classified on the Official 
Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Residence 2 District, in the Zoning 
Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described as 
follows: 
 

All that part of Section 26 and 27, Township 2 South, Range 1 West of the 
Huntsville Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama more 
particularly described as commencing at a point located at the Southeast Corner of 
said Section 26; thence from the Point of Commencement, North 89 Degrees 03 
Minutes 55 Seconds West a distance of 1352.62 feet to a point; thence North 00 
Degrees 00 Minutes 42 Seconds West a distance of 751.98 feet to a point; thence 
North 00 Degrees 01 Minute 15 Seconds East a distance of 1983.86 to the Point of 
Beginning; thence from the Point of Beginning, South 88 Degrees 32 Minutes 06 
Seconds West a distance of 505.60 feet to a point; thence South 80 Degrees 42 
Minutes 34 Seconds West a distance of 2085.21 feet to a point; thence South 59 
Degrees 17 Minutes 25 Seconds West a distance of 1741.84 feet to a point; thence 
North 00 Degrees 48 Minutes 06 Seconds East a distance of 1231.89 feet to a point; 
thence South 90 Degrees 00 Minutes 00 Seconds West a distance of 2683.43 feet 
to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 13 Minutes 46 Seconds West a distance of 
1311.78 feet to a point; thence North 90 Degrees 00 Minutes 00 Seconds East a 
distance of 2707.03 feet to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 48 Minutes 06 Seconds 
East a distance of 1323.45 feet to a point; thence South 89 Degrees 33 Minutes 26 
Seconds East a distance of 1344.61 feet to a point; thence South 00 Degrees 56 
Minutes 58 Seconds West a distance of 244.00 feet to a point; thence South 89 
Degrees 33 Minutes 26 Seconds East a distance of 129.00 feet to a point; thence 
North 33 Degrees 13 Minutes 02 Seconds East a distance of 93.00 feet to a point; 
thence North 10 Degrees 12 Minutes 12 Seconds East a distance of 83.00 feet to a 
point; thence North 00 Degrees 56 Minutes 58 Seconds East a distance of 84.00 
feet to a point; thence South 89 Degrees 33 Minutes 26 Seconds East a distance of 
2507.07 feet to a point; thence South 00 Degrees 48 Minutes 43 Seconds West a 
distance of 2596.77 feet back to the Point of Beginning and containing 358.35 
acres, more or less. 
 
 
2. That the following area, land lying on the north of Bob Wade Ln and east and west of 

Mt. Lebanon Rd, which area is a newly annexed area of the City of Huntsville, Madison County, 
Alabama, and which has not been zoned previously, shall be shown and classified on the Official 
Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Residence 2-B District, in the Zoning 
Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described as 
follows: 

 
All that part of Section 26, Township 2 South, Range 1 West of the Huntsville 
Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama more particularly 
described as commencing at a point located at the Southeast Corner of said Section 
26; thence from the Point of Commencement, North 89 Degrees 03 Minutes 55 
Seconds West a distance of 1352.62 feet to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 00 
Minutes 42 Seconds West a distance of 751.98 feet to the Point of Beginning; 
thence from the Point of Beginning, South 89 Degrees 58 Minutes 55 Seconds West 
a distance of 4070.59 feet to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 48 Minutes 06 
Seconds East a distance of 746.10 feet to a point; thence North 59 Degrees 17 
Minutes 25 Seconds East a distance of 1741.84 feet to a point; thence North 80 
Degrees 42 Minutes 34 Seconds East a distance of 2085.21 feet to a point; thence 
North 88 Degrees 32 Minutes 06 Seconds East a distance of 505.60 feet to a point; 
thence South 00 Degrees 01 Minute 15 Seconds West a distance of 1983.86 feet 
back to the Point of Beginning and containing 149.12 acres, more or less. 
 
3. That the following area, land lying on the north of Bob Wade Ln and east and west of 

Mt. Lebanon Rd, which area is a newly annexed area of the City of Huntsville, Madison County, 
Alabama, and which has not been zoned previously, shall be shown and classified on the Official 
Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, as Highway Business C-4 District, in the 
Zoning Ordinances of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, said property being particularly described 
as follows: 

 
All that part of Section 26, Township 2 South, Range 1 West of the Huntsville 
Meridian, in the City of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama more particularly 
described as commencing at a point located at the Southeast Corner of said Section 
26; thence from the Point of Commencement, North 89 Degrees 03 Minutes 55 
Seconds West a distance of 1352.62 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence from the 
Point of Beginning, North 89 Degrees 27 Minutes 54 Seconds West a distance of 
2408.19 feet to a point; thence North 00 Degrees 00 Minutes 00 Seconds East a 
distance of 439.46 feet to a point; thence North 88 Degrees 59 Minutes 24 Seconds 
West a distance of 343.00 feet to a point; thence South 00 Degrees 54 Minutes 11 
Seconds West a distance of 442.30 feet to a point; thence North 89 Degrees 27 
Minutes 54 Seconds West a distance of 1322.77 feet to a point; thence North 00 
Degrees 48 Minutes 06 Seconds East a distance of 712.67 feet to a point; thence 
North 89 Degrees 58 Minutes 55 Seconds East a distance of 4070.59 feet to a point; 
thence South 00 Degrees 00 Minutes 42 Seconds East a distance of 751.98 back to 
the Point of Beginning and containing 65.01 acres, more or less. 
 
4. The boundaries of the above district as described and defined above are hereby 

established and shall be shown on the Official Zoning Maps of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, 
on file in the Planning Division of the Urban Development Department, in accordance with the 
various classifications herein enumerated and hereafter the regulations governing said district 
under the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall apply to the area so 
described. 

 
5. This ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of publication. 

 
 

 
ADOPTED this the ________ day of __________, 2025. 

 
            

President of the City Council of 
the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 
APPROVED this the ________ day of __________, 2025. 

 
            

Mayor of the City of Huntsville,   
Alabama 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-655 (Cont’d) 
 

 
ADOPTED this the 28th day of August, 2025.  
  

       /s/ Jennie Robinson    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 28th day of August, 2025.  
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  
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