
ture’s 2023 redistricting 
map failed to create a sec-
ond Black-majority con-
gressional district, despite 
a previous court order re-
quiring it. The court ruled 
that the Legislature delib-
erately disobeyed the man-
date, thereby violating Sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights 

Act, which prohibits racial 
discrimination in voting.

The ruling permanently 
blocks the use of the 2023 
map and deems it uncon-
stitutional. The decision 
follows the 2013 Supreme 
Court ruling in Shelby v. 
Holder, which weakened 
federal oversight by striking 

down Section 5 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act—a move that 
many civil rights leaders 
say enabled voter suppres-
sion efforts to expand.

“This is a win for Afri-
can Americans in Alabama, 
especially in the newly 
drawn Second Congressio-
nal District,” said Benard 
Simelton, president of the 
Alabama NAACP. “But it is 
also a win for all Alabam-
ians and voters across the 

nation. We’re moving in the 
right direction.”

Simelton also expressed 
gratitude to community 
members, legal counsel, 
and the Greater Birming-
ham Ministries for their 
support throughout the 
case.

“We encourage Congress 
to take the next step and ful-
ly restore the Voting Rights 
Act,” he added. “When we 
fight, we win.”
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CITY NEWSCITY NEWSInform,Inspire, & InvestCOMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER HUNTSVILLE RACIAL EQUITY FUND ANNUAL LUNCHEONCompiled by Speakin' Out News staff;  photo credits:  Shelly Williams, Speakin' Out News photographer

CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8
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IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3

RELIGION
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama Hospital Association to have state lawmakers find a way to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the 
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about 
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL 
BLACK 
HISTORY.
NEITHER CAN HOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize finalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts: “Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters

BLACKBLACK
HISTORYHISTORY MONTHMONTH

COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7
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FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV!  
844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call today schedule a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-877-568-4348

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free consultation: 1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516  today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-871-6175

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to gutter cleaning for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. No more ladder accidents. Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE estimate. Financing available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.dental50plus.com/alabama #6258

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-426-0193 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS Needing Siding, Window or Roofs. We are opening 
a branch office and will be using these homes for advertising. SAVE HUNDREDS. 
100% Financing*.SR/Military discounts. $1000 OFF with this ad. ENDS SOON 
*wac 800-350-0591

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from $29 month Free 2-minute Quote! We Compare all Insur-
ance providers offers for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 1 833-399-6566

STOP OVERPAYING FOR AUTO INSURANCE! A recent survey says that most 
Americans are overpaying for their car insurance.  Let us show you how much you 
can save.  Call Now for a no-obligation quote:  1-877-551-4740.

SERVICES
SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reaching over 1 million readers each week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Network for just $210 per week! Make one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy it 
is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Our publishing staff will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 
1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE QUOTE from America's 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your home. Our trusted professionals dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to protect your family and your home's value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to be dried, Call 24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have zip code of 
service location ready when you call!  

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE CHANGED!!! Make sure your plan will meets your 
needs in 2025.  Our licensed agents can review the changes, address your needs 
and make sure you aren't overpaying!  For a free quote, Call now! 1-877-730-0711     

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-855-405-
9791

COMPLETION OF WORK

AUTOMOTIVE SALES DIRECTORY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed bids from qualified bidders who have attended the mandatory pre-bid conference will be received by the Boys & Girls 
Club of North Alabama located at 2700 Fairbanks Street, Huntsville, Alabama 35816 until 2:00 PM CT on THURSDAY, MAY 
8, 2025 for:  

REROOFING AND REPAIRS FOR THE 
JAMES A. LANE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 

103 ABINGDON AVENUE NW 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

at such time and place, the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. No bids will be accepted after the time stated for 
receipt of bids. This requirement will not be waived. No Bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for receipt of 
Bids for a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

This bid is a "sealed construction bid" and the bid contract will be awarded to the lowest "total cost" qualified bidder according 
to the City of Huntsville, Alabama guidelines as required by the HUD/Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

This project is funded partially by federal funds provided by the City of Huntsville, Alabama from the HUD/Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

This project is subject to all applicable HUD rules and regulations including federal Davis-Bacon prevailing wages, BABA, and 
Section 3, and all applicable city ordinances. 

Women, minorities, veterans, small business owners, and Section 3 contractors are encouraged to participate and respond 
to this bid request. 

Requirements for Pre-Qualification: Only bidders who have attend the Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be allowed to 
bid this project. 

The Owner reserves the right to modify or abandon this pre-qualification process at any time prior to its completion should 
the interests of the Owner appear to be promoted thereby. 

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held at the project site for all pre-qualified General Contractors at 10:00 AM CDT 
on THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2025. Drawings and specifications will be available to be viewed online, at the office of the 
Architect, the office of the Boys and Girls of North Alabama Corporate Office, and ConstructConnect Plan Room. 

Bids must be submitted on Proposal Forms included in this project manual or copies thereof. Submit two (2) copies of the 
Bid on the Proposal Form provided, without changes, in a sealed envelope bearing the contractor's name, license number, 
and bid bond. A bid bond or cashier's check in the amount of 5% of bid must accompany any bid $25,000 or more. Bids 
submitted without the bid bond will not be considered. 

Bidders must be licensed in accordance with the Laws and Regulations of the State of Alabama, State Licensing Board for 
General Contractors, and the City of Huntsville, Alabama. Bidders must show evidence of State General Contractors License 
on the face of the bid envelope. All times indicated are local times. The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive technical errors if, in the Owner's judgment, the best interest of the Owner will thereby be promoted. 
The successful qualified bidder will provide a Performance Bond in the amount of 100% of the Contract Price and a Labor 
and Material Payment Bond of no less than 100% of the Contract Price, a Certificate of Insurance and proof of enrollment in 
the Federal E-Verify Program. 

Owner: Boys and Girls Club of North Alabama 
2700 Fairbanks Street 

Huntsville, Alabama 35816 
T: 256-534-6060 

Architect: Stephen Ward & Associates, Inc. 
128 Jetplex Circle 

Madison, Alabama 35758 
T: 205-802-6084 

Speakin' Out News: April 9, 16, 23, & 30 
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Woody Anderson Ford  
256-539-9441 | WoodyAndersonFord.com  
2500 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, AL 35816 
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NOTICE OF COMPLETION Redstone Arsenal Tank 12B Rehabilitation Project 

In accordance with Section 39-1-1, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is 

herby given that CLEARCREEK COATINGS, LLC has completed the Contract 

for Redstone Arsenal Tank Rehabilitation Project for the City of Huntsville, Alabama, a 

municipal corporation, d/b/a Huntsville Utilities and has made request for final 

settlement as provided by the Contract. All persons having any claims for labor, 

materials, or otherwise in connection with this project should immediately notify 

Huntsville Utilities Water Department, 112 Spragins St., Huntsville, Alabama 

35801. 

 

 
 

 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS AND PRE-QUALIFICATION  
 

Proposals will be received by Robins and Morton via electronic submission until 3:00 PM Central Time, 
Tuesday, May 20th 2025 for:  
 

HUNTSVILLE-MADISON COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
Huntsville International Airport Concourse Improvements 

Huntsville, Alabama 
 
A.  SCOPE OF WORK: 
The general scope of the work includes but is not limited to:   
 

1A – General Works: Doors, Frames, and Hardware, Relocating Furniture, New Furniture, 
Final Construction Cleaning, Rough Carpentry, and Specialties. 
 
2A – Selective Demolition: Interior and Exterior Demolition. 
 
7B – Waterproofing:  Waterproofing, Expansion Joints, Sealants. 
 
8B – Glass and Glazing:  Sheet Metal Flashing, Storefront and Interior Glass, Electrochromic 
Glass.  
 
9A – Drywall and Framing:  Metal Stud Framing, Drywall, ACT Ceilings, Linear Metal 
Ceilings.  
 
9B – Terrazzo:  Resinous Matrix Terrazzo Flooring.  
 
9C – Soft Flooring:  Carpet, VCT, and Base. 
 
9D – Paint:  Interior Paint. 
 
10A – Specialties: Inpro Wall Panel System. 
 
15A – Mechanical:  HVAC. 
 
15B – Fire Protection:  Fire Sprinkler System. 
 
16A – Electrical:  Power, Lighting, and Low Voltage. 

 
B.  BIDDER INFORMATION: 

(All applicants must be licensed under the Provision of Title 34, Chapter 8, Code of Alabama, 1975.) 
 
Owner: The Huntsville-Madison County Airport Authority   
 
Documents: Drawings and specifications may be accessed by the following means: 
 
Construction/Program Manager: 
Robins & Morton 
Attn: Braxton Pugh or Matt Hudson or Lauren Carter  

 

 
 

 

4900 University Square #2 
Huntsville, AL 35816 
Phone: (256) 428-0200 
Email: braxton.pugh@robinsmorton.com 
Email: matt.hudson@robinsmorton.com 
Email: lauren.carter@robinsmorton.com 
 
Datatek Reprographics  
Attn: Eric Eason 
Phone: 256-539-8402 
Email: eric@datatekgraphics.com  
 

 
Bonds: 
All Subcontractors providing more than $150,000 in services or are engaged in work associated with the 
building exterior envelope (ex: glazing, masonry veneer, precast, EIFS, waterproofing, roofing, etc.) are 
required to provide a Bid Bond (AIA A310) in the amount of 5% of the bid amount. Such Subcontractors 
will also be required to post a Payment & Performance Bond in the amount of the subcontract from a 
surety with an A.M. Best Company Rating of A- or better. Others may be required to post a bond as well 
at Robins & Morton’s discretion based on individual facts and circumstances. 

 
Bids: 
Bids must be submitted on project specific Bid Package Form furnished in the bid documents.  No bid may 
be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for receipt of bids for a period of ninety (90) days.  The 
Owner reserves the right to reject bids if such action is determined to be in the best interest of the Owner.   
 
Sales Tax: 
This project is exempt from Sales Tax. Contractor’s bids are not to include Sales Tax on permanent 
materials to be incorporated into the final project.  Sales Tax will need to be provided for accounting 
purposes. 
 
Project Diversity: 
This project has a goal of utilizing 6.8% Disadvantaged Business Enterprises.  
 

  
D.  PRE-BID CONFERENCE: 

 A Pre-bid Conference – A Pre-bid Conference will be held on Wednesday, May 7th, 2025 at 8:00 AM 
CST at the Huntsville International Airport. 1000 Glenn Hearn Blvd SW, Huntsville, AL 35824. 

 
 
 All interested bidders and their second-tier subcontract bidders are strongly encouraged to attend. 
 
 

END 
 

 
 
  
 

 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 

 
The Huntsville-Madison County Airport Authority (“Owner”) is requesting sealed proposals for the furnishing of all labor, 
materials, equipment and services for the AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING STATION (the “Project”) at the Port of 
Huntsville in Huntsville, Alabama.  Sealed proposals will be received by Owner at Owner’s Administrative Offices, 1000 Glenn 
Hearn Blvd SW, Huntsville, AL 35824 until 2:00 p.m. on June 3, 2025 and be held unopened until receipt of Supplemental Bid 
Documentation at 3:00 p.m., at which time and place the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
There will be a pre-bid meeting for the Project at 2:00 p.m. on May 5, 2025, in the Heritage Salon meeting room located behind the 
hotel restaurant on the second floor of the terminal building. Attendance at the meeting is not mandatory but is highly encouraged. 
 
An electronic copy of the complete Request for Proposals (“RFP”), including Instructions to Bidders, Plans, and Specifications, may 
be obtained at no cost by emailing Kristine Harding (kharding@kpsgroup.com).  Owner reserves the right to reject proposals that do 
not comply with the requirements established in the RFP. 
 
Bidder must be an Alabama General Contractor licensed by the State Licensing Board for General Contractors for Alabama 
pursuant to Alabama Code Section 34-8-1, et seq.  Only bids of such Contractors who are licensed prior to the date of bid opening 
will be considered.   
 
Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond or certified check in the amount of five percent (5%) of the bid price, as shown on the 
proposal form, which shall be made payable to Owner and shall be subject to the conditions set forth in the RFP.  A performance 
bond in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price and a labor and material payment bond in the amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be required.  
 
This project is anticipated to be financed through a grant from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and will be subject to all 
FAA requirements.  
 
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of bid opening. 
  
HUNTSVILLE-MADISON COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
 
Jim Flowers, Chief Design & Construction Officer 

 

 

MARKET SURVEY/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
(RFI) 

 
ADVERTISEMENT  

 
(General/Prime Contractor for Institutional Project) 

 
Escambia Men’s Prison Facility 
(Escambia County, Alabama) 

 
 
The Alabama Department of Corrections (ADOC), on behalf of the Alabama Corrections 
Institution Finance Authority (ACIFA), is seeking responses to a Market Survey/RFI from 
interested General/Prime Contractors for the anticipated construction of the Escambia Men’s 
Prison Facility in Escambia County, Alabama. General/Prime Contractors should have the 
capability and capacity to execute and perform, with their own forces (and/or through their 
subcontractors or team members), the required services in their entirety on a lump sum contract. 
The services are anticipated to include constructing a complex style correctional facility with 
approximately 2,000-beds, in the approximate amount of 750,000 square feet on a 250-acre 
site, comprised of an anticipated 33 buildings. This is not a solicitation for a bid or contract, but 
an invitation to provide a response.  To request the Market Survey/RFI Link, email 
Escambia.project@doc.alabama.gov.  Responses are due by the deadline of May 14, 2025, 
5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time (CST).  

 

 $300
Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with  

any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented  
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 03/01/2025.

ANY  
PROJECT    O

FF

 Healthy Crawl Spaces 

 Stable Foundations

 Humidity Control

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

 Dry Basements

 Level Concrete

 Radon Mitigation

ties persisted, with schools 
serving majority-Black pop-
ulations receiving fewer up-
grades and resources than 
their counterparts.

•	 Staff diversity 
lagged, as some schools 
continued to employ mostly 
same-race faculties.

•	 Extracurricular 
and academic opportunity 
gaps left many Black stu-
dents with limited access 
to advanced classes, clubs, 
and sports.

•	 Discipline policies 

disproportionately impact-
ed Black students, raising 
equity concerns.

These failures were de-
tailed in a 2014 Justice 
Department review and ad-
dressed in a 2015 consent 
order mandating corrective 
action across all areas of 
the school system (source: 
U.S. v. Huntsville City Board 
of Education, Case No. 
5:63-cv-00109-MHH).

“This motion confirms 
the district has followed 
through on what it commit-

ted to do in these areas,” 
said school board attorney 
Christopher Pape.

What the Partial Release 
Means

While the motion marks 
progress, it does not end 
the federal desegregation 
case. Areas such as student 
assignment plans, equity in 
course offerings, and disci-
pline practices remain un-
der federal supervision. The 
release also has no impact 
on the district’s $60 mil-
lion, 10-year capital plan, 
approved by the court last 
September.

Pape emphasized that the 
motion “does not mean the 
school system is immune 

from all other future law-
suits.”

“It doesn’t mean the 
school system can’t be sued 
under various federal laws 
related to discrimination 
and harassment,” he added.

To resolve the case com-
pletely, Huntsville City 
Schools must demonstrate 
that it has eliminated the 
remnants of segregation “to 
the extent practicable” and 
has complied with court or-
ders in good faith.

For more information, 
visit: Motion for Release 
from Federal Supervision 
as to Staff, Facilities, & 
Extracurricular Activities 
| Huntsville City Schools

lier $35 million reduction 
in university funding, as 
the administration targeted 
research grants deemed to 
promote diversity, equity, 
and inclusion (DEI) initia-
tives. According to the De-
partment of Government Ef-
ficiency (DOGE), the latest 
round of cuts, finalized in 
late April, aims to save tax-
payers nearly $15.7 million.

Institutions Affected by 
the Cuts:

Tuskegee University
•	 $4,999,999 cut: 

Climate-smart agroforestry 
market expansion in Ala-
bama, Virginia, and Mary-

land.
•	 $4,081,137 cut: Cli-

mate-smart sheep and goat 
farming in Alabama, Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Mississippi.

•	 $75,000 cut: Infra-
structure development for 
organic agriculture.

•	 $50,000 cut: Pro-
fessional Agricultural Work-
ers Conference.

•	 $25,000 cut: Ge-
netic improvement sympo-
sium for small-scale beef 
producers in the Southeast.

Auburn University
•	 $650,000 cut: Re-

search on their property and 
land accessibility improve-

ments.
Alabama A&M Univer-

sity
•	 $249,999 cut: Cli-

mate change research.
•	 $40,612 cut: Out-

reach to diverse forestry 
professionals.

•	 $360,000 cut: Fire 
apprenticeship program.

Selma Center for Nonvio-
lence

•	 $1,999,574 cut: 
Funding for the Community 
Violence Intervention and 
Prevention Initiative (CVIPI), 
which addressed systemic 
violence in underserved Sel-
ma communities.

South-Central Alabama 
Mental Health Board Inc.

•	 $550,000 cut: Men-
tal health services funding.

Mobile Area Chamber of 
Commerce

•	 $2.8 million cut: 
Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency Capital Readi-
ness Program, which aimed 
to support disadvantaged 
entrepreneurs. (DOGE did 
not list savings for this 
grant.)

AL.com’s efforts to con-
tact representatives from 
the impacted colleges, 
the Selma Center for Non-
violence, and the Mental 
Health Board were unsuc-
cessful. However, the media 
reported that Mobile Cham-
ber Communications Direc-
tor Denise Curtis confirmed 
the loss of the $2.8 million 
grant but declined further 
comment.

HSV SCHOOLS
continued from page 1

students enjoyed the day at 
the GigaParts community 
room! The event featured 
captivating demonstrations 
of STEAM activities, a deli-
cious lunch, and exciting 
giveaways, creating memo-
ries and learning moments 
that will last a lifetime. 

We began the event with 
a motivating presentation 
from Dr. Angela Davis, a 
physicist who inspired the 
students to continue be-
lieving in themselves and 

pursue their dreams. Next, 
Michael Green, the Sci-
ence Machine from Atlanta, 
Georgia, amazed us with his 
blend of showmanship, edu-
cation, and science. Science 
for Everyone, founded by 
Michael Green, is a 20-year-
old Atlanta-based science 
and technology company 
dedicated to inspiring and 
educating the next genera-
tion of leaders, scientists, 
mathematicians, innova-
tors, and engineers. The 

students then participated 
in round-robin discussions 
at twelve stations cover-
ing fields related to pho-
tography, forensic science, 
cybersecurity, gaming, ro-
botics, biology, drones, 3D 
printing, and more. After-
ward, the students were pro-
vided lunch and received a 
charge from Mrs. Charlotte 
Canady-Slater, a professor 
at Alabama A&M University. 
Special thanks to the fol-
lowing: Dr. Rosemary Hodg-
es, Dean of Teacher and 
Student Learning from the 
Alabama School of Cyber 
Technology and Engineer-
ing, for providing student 

presenters; Zamorah Mor-
ton, Avin Handley, Wilson 
Lemke, James Norris, Jus-
tin Wright, Noah Bobo, Ky-
ler Loftin, and Sam Ballard, 
as well as Charles Owens 
of Charles Owens Photog-
raphy, Lydia Owens, Chad 
Gross, and Calvin Rousseau 
of Drake State, David Jones, 
Dr. Valerie Green, Forensic 
Pathologist, and Raven Grif-
fin. Thanks to the station 
presenters, the 8th-grade 
teachers from both schools, 
and 30 volunteers, Destina-
tion Innovation was a huge 
success and has been es-
tablished as a premier event 
in Huntsville.

DELTA STEAM
continued from page 1

DOGE CUTS
continued from page 1

ORDINANCE 25-347 continued from page 9
Old Railroad Bed Rd. City Limit to City Limit 45 

Old River Rd. U.S. Hwy. 231 to River Loop Rd. 35 

One Aviation Way Swancott Rd. to Dead End 30 

Opportunity Blvd. Pulaski Pike to Prosperity Dr. 35 

Patton Rd. Bob Wallace Ave. to Redstone Arsenal 45 

Pegasus Dr. Explorer Blvd. to 700’ south of Midtowne Ln. 30 

Peoples Rd. Swancott Rd. to Pryor Rd. 30 

Perimeter Pkwy. University Dr. to Old Monrovia Rd. 35 

Plummer Rd. AL Hwy. 53 to Indian Creek Rd. 40 

Powell Rd. City Limit to City Limit 45 

Pratt Ave. Maysville Rd. to Andrew Jackson Way 30 

Pratt Ave. Andrew Jackson Way to Meridian St. 35 

Pratt Ave. Meridian St. to Washington St. 40 

Pratt Ave. Washington St. to Church St. 35 

Prosperity Dr. Pulaski Pike to Opportunity Blvd. 35 

Providence Main St. University Dr. to Dry Creek Bridge 35 

Pryor Rd. Old Hwy. 20 to City Limit 30 

Pulaski Pike Holmes Ave. to Cedar Point Dr. 40 

Pulaski Pike Cedar Point Dr. to Prosperity Dr. 45 

Pulaski Pike Prosperity Dr. to Beaver Dam Rd./Monroe Rd. 50 

Putman Dr. University Dr. to Jordan Ln. 35 

Quality Cir. Old Madison Pike to Dead End 35 

Rabbit Ln. Wall St. northward to Swancott Rd. 35 

Redstone Gateway Rideout Rd. to Rideout Rd. 35 

Redstone Rd. Memorial Pkwy. to Haysland Rd. 45 

Redstone Rd. Haysland Rd. to Redstone Arsenal Gate 35 

Remington Trl. Wall Triana Hwy. to Electronics Blvd. 35 

Research Dr. Wynn Dr. to Corporate Dr. 35 

Research Park Blvd. I-565 to Plummer Rd. 65 
Research Park Blvd. 
service road Old Monrovia Rd. to Plummer Rd. 45 

Rideout Dr. Old Monrovia Rd. to Oakwood Rd. 35 
Rideout Rd. I-565 to Redstone Arsenal Gate 50 

River Loop Rd. City Limit to City Limit 45 

Rockhouse Rd. 
Henderson Rd. south to end of pavement at 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 35 

Rockhouse Rd. Henderson Rd. north to City Limit 45 

Routt Rd. Pulaski Pike to Liberty Hill Rd. 35 

Sam Dr. Winchester Rd. to Industrial Dr. 35 

Sanderson St. Old Monrovia Rd. to Wynn Dr. 40 

Sanderson Rd. City Limit to Nick Davis Rd. 45 

Saint Clair Ave. Madison St. to Monroe St. 35 

Segers Rd. Old Highway 20 to City Limit 45 

Seminole Dr. 9th Ave. to Clinton Ave. 35 

Shields Rd. Hwy. 72 East south to Old Gurley Rd. 35 

Shields Rd. Hwy. 72 East north to Jordan Rd. 40 

Short Pike Rd. Wall Triana Hwy. to Dead End 35 

Sixth St. Wall Triana Hwy. to Lakeside Dr. 45 

Slaughter Rd. Madison Blvd. to Old Madison Pike 35 

Slaughter Rd. Old Madison Pike to City Limit 45 
South Green Mountain 
Rd. City Limit to City Limit 35 

South Shawdee Rd. Green Mtn. Rd. to South Green Mountain Rd. 30 

Sparkman Dr. Memorial Pkwy. to University Dr. 40 

Sparkman Dr. University Dr. to I-565 45 

Stringfield Rd. Blue Spring Rd. to Pulaski Pike 35 

Stringfield Rd. Pulaski Pike to Jordan Ln. 45 

Sutton Rd. Old Big Cove Rd. to U.S. 431 45 

Swancott Rd. I-565 to Peoples Rd. 50 

Swancott Rd. Rockhouse Rd. to Wall Triana Hwy. 50 

Taylor Ln. Taylor Rd. to U.S. 431 40 

Taylor Rd. Sutton Rd. to Old Big Cove Rd. 45 

Technology Dr. Sparkman Dr. to Wynn Dr. 40 

Terry-Drake Rd. Taylor Rd. to Old Big Cove Rd. 30 

The Boardwalk University Dr. to University Sq. 40 

The Meadows Blvd. US Hwy. 431 to Old Hwy. 431 30 

Todd Mill Rd. Weatherly Rd. to Mountain Gap Rd. 30 

Toll Gate Rd. Bankhead Pkwy. to Wells Ave. 30 

Trademark Dr. Wall Triana Hwy. to Martin Rd. 40 

Triana Blvd. Holmes Ave. to Dead End 40 

University Dr. Church St. to Memorial Pkwy. 35 

University Dr. Memorial Pkwy. to Jeff Rd. 45 

U.S. 431 South Monte Sano Blvd. to City Limit 55 

U.S. 72 West Jeff Rd. to 100' east of Nance Rd. 55 

U.S. 72 West 
100' east of Nance Rd. to 600' west of Balch 
Rd. 45 

U.S. 72 West 600' west of Balch Rd. to the City Limit 55 

U.S. 72 East Memorial Pkwy. to Maysville Rd. 45 

U.S. 72 East 

End of I-565 controlled access (MM 100.9) and 
extending easterly for approximately 3.6 miles 
to the Eastern City Limit (MM 104.5, 
Martinson Blvd) 55 

Vaughn Rd. McCutcheon Loop Rd. south to City Limit 45 

Vermont Rd. Memorial Pkwy. to Dead End 35 

Voyager Way Old Madison Pike to Explorer Blvd. 35 

Wall St. Swancott Rd. to Henderson Rd. 40 

Wall Triana Hwy. Cleghorn Blvd. to Boeing Blvd. 50 

Wall Triana Hwy. Boeing Blvd. to end of 4-lane divided roadway 55 

Wall Triana Hwy.  End of 4-lane divided roadway to end of road 45 

Wall Triana Hwy. McCrary Rd. to Harbin Rd. 45 

Washington St. Monroe St. to Oakwood Ave. 35 

Washington St. Oakwood Ave. to U.S. 72 East  40 

Weatherly Rd. Bailey Cove Rd. to Valley Ln. 35 

Weatherly Rd. Memorial Pkwy. to Bailey Cove Rd. 40 

Wells Ave. California St. to Toll Gate Rd. 30 

West Park Blvd. University Dr. to West Park Loop 30 

West Park Loop West Park Blvd. to West Park Blvd. 30 

Wheeler Ave. Memorial Pkwy. to Church St. 35 

Whitesburg Dr. Governors Dr. to California St. 35 

Whitesburg Dr. California St. to Airport Rd. 40 

Whitesburg Dr. Airport Rd. to Memorial Pkwy. 45 

Willowbrook Dr. Bailey Cove Rd. to Doubletree Dr. 30 

Wimbledon Rd. Dug Hill Rd. to Dead End 30 

Winchester Rd. Pulaski Pike to West Swaim Cir. 40 

Winchester Rd. West Swaim Cir. to East Swaim Cir. 30 

Winchester Rd. East Swaim Cir. to Meridian St. 40 

Winchester Rd. Meridian St. to the City Limits 45 

Woodson St. Holmes Ave. to Clinton Ave. 35 

Wynn Dr. Old Madison Pike to Bradford Dr. 40 

Wynn Dr. Bradford Dr. to Adventist Blvd. 45 

Zierdt Rd. 
Madison Blvd. to end of 4-lane divided 
roadway south of Martin Rd. 45 

Zierdt Rd. 
End of 4-lane divided roadway south of Martin 
Rd. to Fox Rd. 50 

Zierdt Rd. Fox Rd to Beadle Ln. 40 
 

B.) That the speed limit on all streets or highways, or portions of said streets or 
highways, not defined in Section (A)above shall be twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour. 

 
C.) That this ordinance shall be effective from and after such time as signs are 

erected along said streets or highways described in Section (A), which said 
signs are designated and constructed to inform the traveling public of the 
provisions of this ordinance. 

 
D.) That this ordinance shall become a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Huntsville, Alabama and shall supersede and amend Ordinance No. 12-622 
and any and all ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance. 

 
  
  

Ordinance No. 25-347 (Cont’d) 
 
 

ADOPTED this the 8th day of May, 2025.  
  

       /s/ John Meredith    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 8th day of May, 2025.  
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

 
ATTEST: 
   
/s/ Shaundrika Edwards 
City Clerk 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-348 
  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Huntsville has determined that the property 
described below has been identified by Fleet Services as surplus and is no longer needed for a 
public or municipal purpose by the City of Huntsville.  

 
THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, 

Alabama that the property described below is surplus and no longer needed for a public or 
municipal purpose by the City of Huntsville, and is to be recycled for monetary value.   

 
Equipment# 011832. 2007 Ford Crown Victoria  
Vin# 2FAFP71W77X130294 
 
Equipment# 021690. 2012 Chevrolet Colorado  
Vin# 1GCCSBF96C8147499 
 
Equipment# 012013. 2013 Ford Police Taurus  
Vin# 1FAHP2M80DG157735 
 
 Equipment# 021684. 2012 Chevrolet Colorado  
Vin# 1GCCSBF96C8148264 
 
Equipment# 021043. 1996 Chevrolet G30 Van  
Vin# 1GAGG39K7TF110117 
 

 
ADOPTED this the 8th day of May, 2025.  
  

       /s/ John Meredith    
President of the City Council  
of the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 8th day of May, 2025.  
  

       /s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    

      Alabama  
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Shaundrika Edwards 
City Clerk 
 


