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CITY NEWSCITY NEWSInform,Inspire, & InvestCOMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER HUNTSVILLE RACIAL EQUITY FUND ANNUAL LUNCHEONCompiled by Speakin' Out News staff;  photo credits:  Shelly Williams, Speakin' Out News photographer

CITY NEWSCITY NEWS
CHILDREN READ SUCCEED: A CALL TO ACTION! STOP! READ!
Join the Movement to Close Achievement Gaps and Stop Summer Learning Loss.
PRESS RELEASE

Partner with Children Read Succeed - Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Free-dom Schools today! Engag-ing and rewarding for the whole entire family, it’s a truly fun & unique learn-ing experience…“there’s no school like FREEDOMSCHOOL.” Local schools, community, or faith-based organizations can expand their community outreach efforts by participating in a multicultural & inter-generational literacy-cen-tered enrichment program that’s backed by national 

(LEFT – RIGHT):  Community Foundation’s Board of Directors Chair Ray White, Huntsville Office Managing 

Member, Warren Averett; Melissa Thompson, CAP®, CEO/President, Brenda Martin, City of Huntsville repre-

sentative, and Community Foundation Board member, Chris Russell, Wealth Advisor, Linscomb & Williams.

(LEFT – RIGHT):  by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company and Alabama A&M University President Dr. Daniel K. Wims  (photo credit: AAMU)

(LEFT – RIGHT) Ann Kvach, Community Foundation Program Officer and Dianne Reynolds

research. Children Read Succeed (CRS), a local non-profit organization focused on youth devel-opment with the goal of ensuring that every child in our community, re-gardless of ethnicity, re-ligious beliefs, or socio-economic status, will be afforded the opportunity to experience a vibrant life of literacy in safe and engaging spaces, has joined the CDF Freedom Schools movement as an official Children’s De-fense Fund partner orga-

nization.
Parents, families, edu-cators, non-profits, or anyone who cares about our children’s future and understands the impor-tance of them being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade to avoid the risk of being held back will definitely want to join this movement. In partnership with com-munity-based organiza-tions, faith institutions, schools, colleges, univer-

STATE
White racial slurs not from Auburn Black Student Union GroupMe chat channel, university saysBy Howard Koplowitz
The GroupMe chat where more than 250 racial slurs for white people was shared and then leaked earlier this month was not the Auburn University Black Student Union channel or from any other “recognized Auburn Univer-sity organization,” the university said Monday.

The chat, which contained a Google document titled “Creaker Names” (creaker is slang for an old white per-son), was given by Auburn student Jaden Heard to 1819 News. Heard claimed a See  RACIAL SLURS, pg. 8
NATIONAL
Stomach bug outbreak: Norovirus cases up 30%, CDC warnsBy Spencer Kent | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
First it was COV-ID. Then RSV. Then the flu.
Well, respira-tory infections are out after they filled emergency rooms and doctor’s offices throughout the fall and winter. Now there’s a new out-break: norovirus, aka the dreaded stomach bug.

Cases of the virus are rising across the country, according to the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.This season, 225 outbreaks have been reported between Aug. 1 and Jan. 8 in 

A microscopic image of the norovirus, a very conta-gious virus that can cause diarrhea and vomiting.

See  STOMACH BUG, pg. 8

CITY NEWS
Drake State upgrading facilities to keep up with Huntsville’s growth, president says By Scott Turner
Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims doesn’twant her school to be “the last choice” for students seeking workforce training after graduating from high school.“Our high schools are very nice,” she said. “If you leave a very nice high school and do post-secondary training, the ex-pectation is that it is going to be at the next level. We have to get there. We have some work to do.”

See  DRAKE STATE , pg. 8

(ABOVE): Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims with a painting of the plans for reno-vation of the campus on Meridian Street. (Scott Turner/AL.com)

(HUNTSVILLE, AL) - - The Racial Equity Fund Annual Luncheon was held on Feb-ruary 9, 2023, at the Ernest Knight Center on the cam-pus of Alabama A&M Univer-sity, sponsored by Facebook (Meta).

The luncheon opened with a Welcome by Karen Stanley, Vice President of Finance and Marketing at Stanley Construction Company in Huntsville. Afterward, Ala-bama A&M University Presi-dent Dr. Daniel K. Wims 

gave Greetings. Presenting Sponsor was Katie Comer, Facebook Community De-velopment Manager. Pastor David Lee, Madison Mis-sion Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave the Invocation, 

(LEFT – RIGHT) Beth Martin, Senior Vice President at Worthington Federal Bank and Katie Woods, Director of Communications

(LEFT – RIGHT) Jamal Ali, Marketing Director, Alabama A&M University and William D. Smothers, publisher, Speakin' Out News  (photo credit: AAMU)

See  FOUNDATION, pg. 8

See CHILDREN READ , pg. 8
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CRIME & TRAGEDYMAN SAYS DAUGHTER, GRANDDAUGHTER NEARLY DIED WITH 2 OTHERS IN ALABAMA SHOOTING ALLEGEDLY OVER UTILITIESThe Falkville man charged with shooting three people last Sun-day, two of whom died, also shot at but missed...PG.2
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HEALTH
IVEY: NEW BIRMINGHAM CRISIS CENTER IS A ‘GAME CHANGER’ FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH MENTAL HEALTHAs the state grapples with in-creasing mental health needs, a new facility moved Birming-ham one step closer......PG.9

BLACK HISTORY MONTH (BHM)12 BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS PIONEERS
February is US Black History Month. It’s also a month to raise awareness of the ex-tremely inequitable treatment Black communities have faced in the US,.....PG.2 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITYAAMU GRAD’S VIRAL VIDEO WAS PREMIERED AT SUPER BOWL
TAbout five years ago, Ala-bama A&M University gradu-ate and filmmaker-photogra-pher Lance Piri captured the fiery motivational speech of YouTube sensation......PG.3

RELIGION
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO REDEEMING LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES PASTOR EMMA WHITE

The Redeeming Love Out-reach Ministries, Decatur Alabama Men of Vision, wished our beloved pastor, pastor Emma White ..PG.5
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In 2011, Southwest Alabama Medical Center in Thomasville closed its doors to patients. Since that year, a total of 13 rural hospitals have closed in Alabama sparking vocalized push by the Alabama Hospital Association to have state lawmakers find a way to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.© Mike Kittrell/al.com/TNS

CITY NEWS

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITALHUNTSVILLE HOSPITALCEO SEES NEWCEO SEES NEWMEDICAID EXPANSIONMEDICAID EXPANSIONPUSH IN ALABAMAPUSH IN ALABAMABy Lee Roop

The leader of theHuntsville Hospitalsystem, northAlabama’s largesthealthcare provider,expects anotherattempt to expandMedicaid coverage inthe Legislature thisyear. And he has aquestion for businessleaders who oppose it.“When I talk tobusiness leadersthat are opposed toMedicaid expansion, Iask, ‘Why do you wantto pay for this insteadof letting the federalgovernment pay forit?’” Jeff Samz told theHuntsville-MadisonCounty ChamberThursday. “I think it’sa better way to do it.”Gov. Kay Iveyand conservativelawmakers disagree.

They are skepticalor openly opposeexpansion fearingfederal subsidies willfade away leavingstates on the hookfor the federal share.With expansion,Washington wouldpay 90 percent of thecost with the stateproviding 10 percent.Estimates say 340,000people in Alabamawould gain access toMedicaid if the stateaccepts the federalfunding to expand theprogram.
Samz said his12-facility hospitalsystem spendsbetween $112-$115million a year onuncompensated care.“That’s our cost ofproviding that care,”Samz said. “That’s not

the charge.”
There are two waysto pay for it, Samzsaid. One is a propertytax for the purposebut Samz said he’sglad Madison Countydoesn’t have one.“Most of you, you’repaying for it,” Samztold the businessaudience. “That’s theway that works. I haveto negotiate a higherrate with Blue Crossto make sure I cancover the $100 millionand still have enoughmargin for facilitiesand everything.

“This is howhospitals across thecountry do this,”Samz said. “It’s nota Huntsville Hospitalthing. The industry,

Members of Huntsville's business community meet Feb. 2, 2023 to hear updates the 
state of healthcare in the metro region. Public health and hospital leaders talked about 
challenges ahead for the growing area.

See COVID HELP, pg.7

COMMENTARYFEAR,
IGNORANCE CAN’T 
CANCEL 
BLACK 
HISTORY.
NEITHER CAN HOOVER.Roy S. Johnson is a Pulitzer Prize finalist for commentary and winner of the Edward R. Murrow prize for podcasts: “Unjustifiable”, co-hosted with John Archibald. 
This is an opinioncolumn.
One parent. One.One poor, misguidedparent.
One cowering parent.One superintendent.One.
One poor, misguidedsuperintendent.
One weak-kneedsuperintendent.

Together, they scuttledappearances by award-winning children’s bookauthor Derrick Barnes atthree elementary schoolsin Hoover, just a fewmiles south of downtownBirmingham. Scuttledthem because, well, wereally don’t know.
And yet we do.
Fear. Ignorance.
Barnes, who’s Black,was slated to get BlackHistory Month off to arousing, empowering start,reflecting messages thatanchor his work. Messagesof good. Messages ofconfidence. Messagesof hope. Messages he’sshared with children inschools, daycare centers,and churches for over adecade.

Yet not in Hoover.Not in Hoover becauseone parent—one—complained. Complainedabout his so-labeled“controversial ideas.”Ideas allegedly expressedin Barnes’ social mediaposts. Ideas neverarticulated in posts.One parent.
Parents’ complaints andconcerns should always berespected and addressed. Ifully made sure mine werewhen my children wereyoung. In an instancesuch as this—or anytimea parent doesn’t wanttheir child exposed to aguest speaker, to a lesson,to anything the schoolis offering to educateand elevate students,the parent typically hasthe option of holdingtheir child out while theothers took part in theexperience.

This parent hadthat option. Instead,Hoover City Schools

STATE HEALTH
Alabama hospitals say they face an ‘existentialcrisis’ after COVID, ask state for financial help

By Ramsey Archibald

The COVID-19 pandemicdealt a blow to Alabamahospitals in terms offinances, say healthcareofficials, who are nowpredicting nearly 15hospitals around the stateare in danger of closing.They are asking the statefor relief money to meetpayroll as the cost of laborhas jumped.
“The situation isdire. It’s immediate,”said Joseph Marchant,chairman of the AlabamaHospital Association

and CEO of Bibb MedicalCenter. “There’s animmediate need. We hope[the Legislature] considerssoon, the fragile state ofwhere we are.”
Alabama hospitalsearned billions of dollarsless in 2022 than theydid before the pandemicbegan, according to areport released Thursday,and half of the state’shospitals operated at aloss that year. That’s in

CITY NEWS
Construction beginning on $11 million DrakeState Advanced Manufacturing CenterBy Scott Turner

Construction isbeginning on DrakeState’s 50,000-square footAdvanced ManufacturingCenter on MeridianStreet.
The city of Huntsvilleissued two permitstotaling $11 million forthe work at 3421 MeridianSt. last week.

The work is among 13projects exceeding $1million in the Huntsvillearea in the past week,according to SouthernExposure Information.The new buildingwill support the

See BLACK HISTORY, pg.7

See HSV HOSPITAL, pg.7

Hoover City Schools Board ofEducation headquarters
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HISTORYHISTORY MONTHMONTH

COMMENTARYREP. ANTHONY DANIELS:
YOU DESERVE MORE 
OF YOUR 
OVERTIME PAYBy Alabama State Rep. Anthony Daniels

aerospace and advancedmanufacturing industriesand will house the most in-demand training programsincluding engineeringdesign and mechatronics.“The need is so great,”said Alabama CommunityCollege System ChancellorJimmy Baker in a newsrelease by the school. “Wewant to show studentsthat there are a lot of waysto make a good livingthat will allow them to beoutstanding members, notonly in their families, butin their communities aswell.”

Artist rendering of Drake State Advanced Manufacturing Center.(Drake State Illustration)

Dr. Dee Fowler served asSuperintendent of MadisonCity Schools from 2007-2016.Dr. Dee Fowler became thesuperintendent of Hoover CitySchool in July of 2021.

Rep. Anthony Daniels representsDistrict 53 in Madison County in theAlabama House of Representatives.He is the minority leader in the House.
As we prepare for the2023 Alabama LegislativeSession, I and myDemocratic colleagueswill be presenting severalpro-growth economicbills designed to helphard-working Alabamiansprosper and keep moremoney in their pockets.Our comprehensiveeconomic plan includesending regressive taxes,ensuring that businesseshave the infrastructure andresources they need, andthat we create a workerand business-friendlyenvironment that willnurture entrepreneurshipand attract high payingjobs to Alabama.

The first bill in oureconomic plan is about you– you, the worker and you,the business owner.A commonmisconception about taxesis that overtime wages aretaxed at a higher rate thana worker’s regular hours.The truth is that both aretaxed at the same rate, butit definitely feels like muchmore when that percentageis taken from one and halftimes the normal rate ofpay.
Of course, right nowmany hard-working 

See REP. DANIELS, pg.7

SECOND CLASS SECOND CLASS 
PERIODICAL, PERIODICAL, 

USPS 023-484USPS 023-484

EDUCATION

HEALTH/BEAUTY

FOR SALE

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND!  Donate a car to the American Council of the Blind.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24-hour response.  Running or not. maximum tax deduction and no 
emission test required! Call 24/7:  844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from $29 month Free 2-minute Quote! We Compare all Insur-
ance providers offers for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 866-450-0943 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 + FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL NOW:  
866-505-0828.

ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training available for Veter-
ans & Families! To learn more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

COMPLETION OF WORK

PUBLIC NOTICES

SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE or by region in over 
100 Newspapers, reaching over 1 million readers each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for just $210 per week! Make one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy it 
is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, print and distribute your work interna-
tionally. We do the work… You reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 888-283-4780

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE QUOTE from America's Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 844-925-3534         

SERVICES

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! Free Installation! 160+ 
channels available. Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV!  844-
594-7108

NEED NEW Flooring? Call Empire Today to schedule a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home estimates 
make it convenient to shop from home. Professional installation.  Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA.  Call for free consultation:  844-809-9165.  Ask about our 
specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-683-2005

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-323-5516

NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
 
 
 
 
J.C. Cheek Contractors, Inc.· hereby gives notice of completion 
of Purchase Orders with the City of Huntsville Annual Bid 
2022-23, #71-18-SP24, for Bibb Garrett P.O. #20235683, 
Swancott Road P.O. #20235685, Zierdt Road P. 0. #20235684 
and Monroe & Holmes P.O. #20235689 and has made request 
for final settlement of said Purchase Orders. This notice shall 
run for four (4) consecutive weeks beginning August 2, 2023 
and ending August 23, 2023. All claims should be filed at 
320 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL 35801 during this time. 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the CIRCUIT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against YVETTE R. COLEMAN 
Defendant(s) and in favor REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 28TH  day of AUGUST, 2023, within   the legal 
hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may 
possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
LOT 75, ACCORDING TO THE FINAL PLAT OF PENNINGTON, AS RECORDED IN 
DOCUMENT NO. 2019-00083269, IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF 
MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
AUGUST 2, 2023 
AUGUST 9, 2023 
AUGUST 16, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

SHERIFF’S SALE 
 
Under and by the virtue of an execution issued out of the DISTRICT Court of 
MADISON County on a Judgment rendered against CHRISTOPHER D. 
BAKER Defendant(s) and in favor REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
Plaintiff(s).  I, Sheriff of Madison County, Alabama, will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash at Madison County Courthouse located at 100 Northside Square in the 
City of Huntsville, Alabama on the 28TH  day of AUGUST, 2023, within   the legal 
hours of sale, at 12:00 noon, whatever interest the above named defendants(s) may 
possess in and to the following described property to wit: 
 
LOT 5, BLOCK 12, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OF SURVEY OF WINCHESTER 
ESTATES PHASE 5, AS THE SAME APPEARS OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
JUDGE OF PROBATE OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA IN PLAT BOOK 29, PAGE 81. 
 
SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD. 
 
 
 

To appear in the Speakin Out News (3) times: 
 
AUGUST 2, 2023 
AUGUST 9, 2023 
AUGUST 16, 2023 
_____________________________  
Kevin H. Turner 
Sheriff of Madison County 

Ordinance No. 23-618 continued on page 10

LEGAL NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF CONTRACT
McCord Construction, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Completion 
of Contract with City of Huntsville, Project Name: I-65 Sewer Bore, 

located in the City of Huntsville, Alabama.  All Claims should be 
filed at City of Huntsville, Public Service Building, 320 Fountain Cir, 
Huntsville, Alabama during this period of advertisement, i.e. August 

9th, August 16th, August 23rd, and August 23th.

ORDINANCE NO. 23-617 

WHEREAS, Loretta Spencer graduated from the University of Alabama in 1959 with a 
B.S. degree in elementary education and returned to Huntsville to teach fifth grade at Fifth 
Avenue School; and,  

WHEREAS, Ms. Spencer served the Huntsville community as a successful local 
business leader; and, 

WHEREAS, Ms. Spencer served the City and her fellow citizens through volunteerism, 
most notably as the president of boards, such as The Boys and Girls Club, The Senior Center, 
and The Botanical Gardens; and,  

WHEREAS, Ms. Spencer played a significant role in the development and growth of 
Huntsville through her service and leadership as chair of the Huntsville Planning Commission, 
where she helped develop Cummings Research Park West, the second largest research park in 
the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, in 1996, Spencer was elected as Mayor of Huntsville, becoming the first 
woman to serve as mayor of any of the four largest cities in Alabama; and,  

WHEREAS, during her twelve-year tenure as Mayor, she led the City through a period 
of meteoric economic growth and implemented policies and established plans that still benefit 
the City today. Under her leadership, Huntsville created unique tax incentive plans resulting in 
development and revitalization that generated millions of dollars in new funding for the 
Huntsville City Schools’ capital improvement plan and significant City infrastructure projects; 
and, 

WHEREAS, she is credited with such accomplishments as bringing to Huntsville the 
downtown Embassy Suites Hotel, Bridge Street Town Centre, Toyota V-8 Engine Plant, the 
Target Distribution Center, and an array of retail businesses, as well as initiating the 
revitalization of the downtown area; and, 

WHEREAS, as Mayor, Mrs. Spencer was responsible for the creation of the Huntsville 
Sports Commission, which has attracted many major sporting events to Huntsville; and  

 WHEREAS, Spencer has received a great multitude of awards and well-deserved 
recognition for her insight and leadership, and since leaving office, she has continued 
contributing her time and resources to many worthwhile organizations, including the Army 
Space and Missile Defense Association, the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra, the Community 
Free Clinic, The Calhoun College Foundation and the Hudson Alpha Institute for Biotechnology; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama wish to 
honor Mrs. Loretta Spencer for her extraordinary leadership and thank her for decades of faithful 
service to the community by naming a facility in John Hunt Park in her honor. 

 

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville 
as follows: 

1. That the facility commonly referred to as the “Championship Soccer Complex” 
located at John Hunt Park (shown at Exhibit A) shall be named and henceforth known as “The 
Loretta P. Spencer Sports Complex”.     

2. That this ordinance shall be effective upon its adoption and publication.   

 

ADOPTED this the 10th day of August, 2023.  
  

  
/s/ John Meredith     
President of the City Council of  
the City of Huntsville, Alabama  

  
APPROVED this the 10th day of August, 2023.  
  

  
/s/ Tommy Battle     
Mayor of the City of Huntsville,    
Alabama  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Exhibit A to Ordinance No. 23-617, Loretta P. Spencer Sports Complex 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-618 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, a 
municipal corporation within the State of Alabama, as follows: 

1. That, in the judgment and opinion of the City Council of the City of
Huntsville, and pursuant to its powers under Alabama Code § 11-4 7-21, the ce11ain parcel 
of land described in Exhibit "A," which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, (the 
"Property") is surplus to the needs of the City of Huntsville. 

2. That, in the judgment and opinion of the City Council of the City of
Huntsville, the Property is not needed by any department or division of the City of 
Huntsville for public or municipal purposes. 

3. That the City desires to enter into a lease agreement with Lendon
Commercial, L.L.C., an Alabama limited liability company, for use of the Property as a 
parking lot for commercial development. The lease will serve a valid and sufficient 
public purpose, notwithstanding the incidental benefit accruing to a private entity, as the 
same will increase sales and tax revenue, promote commerce, and serve as a catalyst for 
ente1tainment and development in the area. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, that 
the Mayor be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter into that ce11ain Lease Agreement, by 
and between CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, an municipal corporation within the State of 
Alabama ("Landlord"), and LENDON COMMERCIAL, L.L.C., an Alabama limited 
liability company ("Tenant"), which said agreement is substantially in words and figures 
as that certain document attached hereto and identified as "Lease Agreement between 
City of Huntsville. Alabama, Landlord. and Lendon Commercial, L.L.C., Tenant," 
consisting of thirteen (13) pages (including exhibits) and the date of August 10, 2023, 
(the "Lease Agreement") appearing on the first page thereof, together with the signature 
of the City Clerk, and an executed copy of said document, after being signed by the 
Mayor and the City Clerk, shall be permanently kept on file in the Office of the City 
Clerk of the City of Iluntsvillc, Alabama. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor be and 
he is hereby authorized to execute the Lease Agreement, on behalf of the City of 
Huntsville, and any and all such documents relevant, required, and/or relating thereto in 
order to effect, carry out, or complete the lease of the Property contemplated therein. 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-618 (Cont.) 

ADOPTED this the 10th day of August, 2023. 

Pr ouncil of the City 
of sv1 e, labama 

APPROVED this the 10th day of August, 2023. 

Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
BOUNDARY 
COUNTY OF MADISON 

EXHIBIT A 

PROPERTY 

23-044-

I, J.W. KENNEDY, A LICENSED LAND SURVEYOR IN THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE SURVEYED THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF UNIT "A" OF LENDON 
COMMERCIAL LAND CONDOMINIUM A PLAT OF SAME RECORDED IN 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 2021-53548 IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF 
PROBATE, MADISON COUNTY ALABAM AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 

THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING SOUTH 61 DEGREES 12 
MINUTES 57 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 66.32 FEET TO A 
POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 29 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 20.16 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST MARGIN OF AN 
ASPHALT WALKING TRAIL; 

THENCE ALONG SAID WEST MARGIN AROUND A CURVE TO THE RIGHT 
HAVING A RADIUS OF 107.26' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 44 DEGREES 
11 MINUTES 03 SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 
42 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 80.68' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 64 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 42 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 64.62 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
80.13' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 61 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 53 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 28 DEGREES 14 
MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST 81.79' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 43 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 83.84 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
565.90' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 06 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 53 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 03 DEGREES 22 
MINUTES 27 SECONDS WEST 59.54' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 10 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 19 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 42.25 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
223.67' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 24 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 34 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 01 DEGREES 23 
MINUTES 38 SECONDS WEST 93.75' TO A POINT; 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
BOUNDARY 
COUNTY OF MADISON 

EXHIBIT A 

PROPERTY 

23-044-

I, J.W. KENNEDY, A LICENSED LAND SURVEYOR IN THE STATE OF 
ALABAMA HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE SURVEYED THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF UNIT "A" OF LENDON 
COMMERCIAL LAND CONDOMINIUM A PLAT OF SAME RECORDED IN 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 2021-53548 IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF 
PROBATE, MADISON COUNTY ALABAM AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 

THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING SOUTH 61 DEGREES 12 
MINUTES 57 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 66.32 FEET TO A 
POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 29 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 20.16 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST MARGIN OF AN 
ASPHALT WALKING TRAIL; 

THENCE ALONG SAID WEST MARGIN AROUND A CURVE TO THE RIGHT 
HAVING A RADIUS OF 107.26' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 44 DEGREES 
11 MINUTES 03 SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 
42 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 80.68' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 64 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 42 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 64.62 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
80.13' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 61 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 53 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 28 DEGREES 14 
MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST 81.79' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 43 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 83.84 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
565.90' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 06 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 53 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 03 DEGREES 22 
MINUTES 27 SECONDS WEST 59.54' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 10 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 19 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 42.25 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
223.67' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 24 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 34 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 01 DEGREES 23 
MINUTES 38 SECONDS WEST 93.75' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 09 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 06 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 33.50 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
20.00' AND A DELTA ANGLE OF 27 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 23 
SECONDS A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF NORTH 04 DEGREES 41 
MINUTES 36 SECONDS WEST 9.53' TO A POINT; 

THENCE NORTH 19 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 40 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 25.40 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST BOUNDARY OF 
SAID UNIT "A"; 

THENCE SOUTH 10 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 55 SECONDS WEST AND 
ALONG THE SAID EAST BOUNDARY A DISTANCE OF 46.35 FEET TO A 
POINT; 

THENCE SOUTH 18 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 111.14 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE SOUTH 24 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 31 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 141.39 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE SOUTH 23 DEGREES 26 MINUTES 59 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 133.81 FEET TO A POINT; 

THENCE SOUTH 26 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 
DISTANCE OF 98.33 FEET TO THE POINT 
CONTAINING 0.99 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 

03 SECONDS WEST A 
OF BEGINNING AND 

THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED PROPERTY BEING A PORTION OF THAT 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN DOCUMENT NUMBER 2007-88910 RECORDED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE, MADISON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA. 

I FURTHER STATE THAT THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED SURVEY AND PLAT 
HAVE BEEN 
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE FOR LAND SURVEYING IN THE STATE 
OF ALABAMA, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND 
BELIEF. 

LEASE AGREEMENT 

CITY OF HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA. LANDLORD 
LENDON COMMERCIAL. L.L.C.. TENANT 

CARL T. JONES DRIVE 
HUNTSVILLE. ALABAMA 

THIS LEASE AGREEMENT (the "Lease") is made as of this l0tltiay of August 
2023, (the "Effective Date") by and between CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, a municipal corporation 
within the State of Alabama ("Landlord"), and LENDON COMMERCIAL, L.L.C., an Alabama 
limited liability company ("Tenant"). 

I. Demised Description

A. Landlord does hereby lease to Tenant, and Tenant does hereby lease from Landlord
that certain property situated along Carl T. Jones Drive, Huntsville, Alabama, being a
portion of Tax Parcel PPIN 519918 and containing approximately 0.99 acres of land,
more or less, as more particularly described in Exhibit A attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference for all purposes, together with all improvements now
and hereafter located thereon ( either the "Premises" or the ·'Property").

B. Tenant shall accept the Premises '·as is."

2. Term

A. Term. The term of this Lease shall be for twenty-five (25) years (the "Term" or the
• "Lease Term") commencing on the Commencement Date as defined herein.

B. Commencement Date. The Commencement Date of this Lease (the "Commencement
Date") shall be the Effective Date of this Lease. 

3. Rent

Beginning on the Commencement Date and continuing during the Term of the Lease,
Tenant shall pay to Landlord Rent for the Premises (''Rent" or "Base Rent"), on the first day of 
each calendar month. Rent shall be prorated for any partial month. Every five (5) years the annual 
Rent shall increase by I 0% per annum and the monthly Rent, which shall continue to be due on 
the first day of each calendar month, shall increase proportionately. The Rent schedule is as 
follows: 

Years 1 - 5: 
Years 6- 10: 
Years 11-15: 
Years 16-20: 
Years 21-25: 

I ... I, I Ill I I I 

$250.00 per month ($3,000.00 per annum) 
$275.00 per month ($3,300.00 per annum) 
$302.50 per month ($3,630.00 per annum) 
$332.75 per month ($3,993.00 per annum) 
$366.03 per month ($4,392.30 per annum) 
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Any Rent payment not received by the tenth ( I 0th) day of each month will be subject to a 
five (5%) percent late fee payable to Landlord. 

Tenant shall use and occupy the Premises for the purpose of a parking lot for commercial 
development (the "Permitted Use") and for no other purposes except those authorized in writing by 
Landlord. Tenant shall be responsible to obtain all applicable business licenses and permits required 
for its Permitted Use. 

5. Utilities and Taxes

Tenant shall pay all charges for water, sewer, electricity. gas, telephone. internet, and other 
utility services furnished to the Premises for all purposes. and for all utility deposits required thereon. 

Landlord and Tenant shall take all actions necessary to cause the Premises to be assessed 
as a separate ad valorem tax parcel from Landlord's adjacent property. Tenant shall pay all ad 
valorem taxes. assessments and charges which may be assessed and levied upon (i) the Premises 
during the Term of this Lease and (ii) any improvements erected and/or personal property installed 
on the Premises by Tenant as they shall become due. Upon request of Landlord, Tenant shall provide 
Landlord with evidence of payment of all such taxes and assessments. 

6. Improvements. Alterations, Additions, Installations and Removal Thereof

Tenant shall provide to Landlord and to the Economic Development Department of the 
City of Huntsville, as part of its submission to the City of Huntsville Inspection Department for 
obtainment of a building permit, (i) architectural prepared plans and specifications, (ii) site plan, 
and (iii) signage, to be installed for Tenant's Permitted Use ("Tenant Improvements"), in form as 
required by the City of Huntsville (the ·'Plans and Specifications'), subject to such review, 
comment. and approval (and terms of approval) of the Inspection Department, the Urban and 
Economic Development Department, and Landlord prior to commencing any work upon the 
Premises. Tenant and/or Tenant's contractor shall maintain builder's risk insurance coverage 
during all periods of construction upon the Premises (naming Landlord as an additional insured) 
and evidence of same sh al I be provided to Landlord prior to commencement of construction. Upon 
obtaining the approval of Landlord/Inspection Department/Urban and Economic Development 
Department, Tenant may, at its own expense, commence construction of the Premises in 
accordance with the Plans and Specifications. 

During the Term of the Lease, provided Tenant is not then in default, Tenant may make such 
alterations, repairs, and installations to the improvements installed by Tenant in such a manner as will 
not substantially injure the Premises provided Tenant obtains (i) Landlord's prior written consent, 
which consent Landlord agrees not to unreasonably withhold, delay or condition, and (ii) all required 
governmental approvals, if applicable. 

.. ' I I I I ' 
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Tenant will pay or caused to be paid all costs and charges for work done by it or caused to 
be done by it, in or to the Premises, and for all materials furnished for or in connection with such 
work. Tenant will indemnify Landlord against and hold Landlord harmless from all liabilities, 
liens, claims and demands on account of such work. Tenant agrees to promptly remove, whether 
by bond or payment, (not to exceed 30 days after filing thereof), any mechanic's or materialman's 
lien filed against the Premises. 

7. Trade Fixtures, Personal Property

All a,ticles of personal property and all business and trade fixtures, machinery and equipment,
owned by Tenant or installed by Tenant at its expense in the Premises ("Tenant Trade Fixtures") shall 
be and remain the property of Tenant and may be removed by Tenant at any time during the Term of 
this Lease, provided Tenant is not in default hereunder past any applicable cure period and provided 
further that Tenant shall repair any damage caused by such removal. Any Tenant Trade Fixtures not 
so removed by Tenant within thirty (30) days of the expiration or termination of this Lease shall 
become the property of Landlord and Landlord may dispose of same, without liability on Landlord's 
part to Tenant for same. 

8. Maintenance and Repair

Tenant shall at its sole cost and expense shall maintain, including landscaping, mowing, and
paving, the Premises and make all reasonable and necessary repairs and/or replacements to the 
improvements and the Premises, including Tenant Improvements and Tenant Trade Fixtures. lighting, 
signage, landscaping, parking lot, drive aisles, and curb cuts, and all pipes, tubes, and other conduits, 
facilities, water quality units, and utility lines leading to and from the Premises in good order and 
repair and free of refuse and rubbish. 

9. Common Areas

There are no shared common areas in the Premises.

I 0. Indemnification

Tenant agrees to indemnify and hold Landlord and its officers, employees, servants, and
agents (collectively "Landlord Indemnified Parties") harmless against all claims, demands, costs and 
expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees for the defense thereof, arising from: Tenant's conduct, 
occupancy or management of Tenant's business; its use of the Premises; construction of 
improvements by Tenant; any breach on the part of Tenant of any conditions of this Lease; or any 
negligence or willful misconduct of Tenant, its invitees, guests, agents, servants, contractors or 
employees in the Premises (collectively '·Tenant Parties"). Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained herein, the foregoing provision shall not be construed to make Tenant responsible for loss, 
damage, liability or expense resulting from injuries caused by any negligence or intentional 
misconduct of Landlord, its agents, servants, contractors or employees or from acts occurring on 
Landlord's adjacent property (not caused by Tenant Parties). In case of any action or proceeding 
brought against Landlord and/or any of the Landlord Indemnified Parties by reason of such claim as 
is described in the initial sentence of this Section 10, Tenant, upon notice from Landlord, covenants 

ti I II I I I 
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