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SUPPORT THE BLIND! Donate a car to the American Council of the Blind. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour response. Running or not. maximum tax deduction and no
emission test required! Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from $29 month Free 2-minute Quote! We Compare all Insur-
ance providers offers for you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 866-450-0943

VEHICLE TITLE Problems? We have a solution! Call Jason Steward Enterprises,
We're Alabama’s #1 Vehicle Title Problem Experts! Free telephone consultation.
North AL 1-256-850-0527, Central AL 1-205-267-5735, South AL 1-251-342-8538.

ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new career and earn
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training available for Veter-
ans & Families! To learn more, call 866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! Free Installation! 160+
channels available. Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 844-
594-7108

NEED NEW Flooring? Call Empire Today to schedule a Free in-home estimate on
Carpeting and Flooring. Call Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates
make it convenient to shop from home. Professional installation. Top qual-

ity - Made in the USA. Call for free consultation: 844-809-9165. Ask about our
specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-683-2005

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-877-323-5516

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 + FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 866-505-0828.

SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE STATEWIDE or by region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching over 1 million readers each week! Run your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per week! Make one call to this newspaper (participating Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or call 1-800-264-7043 to find out how easy it is to advertise statewide!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, print and distribute your work internation-
ally. We do the work... You reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s Submission Kit:
888-283-4780

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE QUOTE from America's Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! Speak to a Relocation Specialist,
call 844-925-3534

COMPLETION OF WORK

Advertisement of Completion

LTS Construction, LLC hereby gives notice of completion of contracts
known as Periodic Bid for Emergency Pipe Bursting (WO#4 Hood,
Brookmeade, etc) and (WO#5 Humes, Schiffman, etc) COH Contract/Bid#
71-21-SP42 located in the City of Huntsville, Alabama. This notice will
appear for four (4) consecutive weeks beginning on June 21, 28, July 5, 12,
2023. All claims should be filed at the City of Huntsville Engineering
Department, 320 Fountain Circle, Huntsville, AL 35801.

NOTICE OF COMPLETION
McCord Construction, Inc. hereby gives Legal Notice of Completion of Contract
with City of Huntsville, Project Name: Old Highway 20 Force Main Bore, located
in the City of Huntsville, Alabama. All Claims should be filed at City of
Huntsville, Public Service Building, 320 Fountain Cir, Huntsville, Alabama during
this period of advertisement, i.e. June 17, 24, July 1, 8, 2001 (example dates...).

PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA
June 27, 2023
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Commission of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, shall meet on Tuesday, June 27,
2023, at 5 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Administration Building located at 308 Fountain
Circle for the purpose of holding a public hearing. At this time, all persons who desire shall have an
opportunity of being heard in opposition to or in favor of the following:

1. BREWER ZONING (2315)
Located: On the south side of Taylor Lane and cast of Wade Road
Proposed Zoning: Residence 1-B District (1.00 acres)

2. BOB WADE RD REZONING (2316)
Located: On the north side of Bob Wade Rd and east of Pulaski Pike
Requested Zoning: from Planned Industrial and Highway Business C-4 Districts to Commercial
Industrial Park District (13.13 acres)

3. NAZARENE & MERIDIAN ST REZONING (2317)
Located: On the east side of Hwy 231-431 and north of Meridian St.
Requested Zoning: from Residence 1 to Residence 1-B District (61.05 acres)

4. ZIERDT RD REZONING (2301)
Located: On the west side of Zierdt Rd and north of Redstone Square Dr.
Requested Zoning: from Residence 2-A District to Neighborhood Business C-1 District (3.58 acres)
Plat restrictions offered:
» Restricted to prohibit multi-family dwellings.
» Adda 15 Buffer Screen Planting Requirement on the northern boundary.

5. STREET NAME CHANGE- Discovery Point Dr to Wilchrist Circle.

Any inquiries concerning these items may be directed to the City of Huntsville Planning Department
at (256) 427-5100.

Advertisement for Bid
Bid No. IFB 23-094
Water Booster Station
Huntsville Utilities
Huntsville, Alabama

Huntsville Utilities in Huntsville, Alabama is seeking bids for Green Mountain Booster Station and Pipeline Installation
located in Huntsville, Alabama. Sealed bids will be received by the City of Huntsville, a municipal corporation within
the State of Alabama, d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities, at the office of Miranda Duke, Purchasing Agent, by mail, at P.0. Box
2048, Huntsville, AL, 35804, or personal delivery, at 112 Spragins Street, Huntsville, AL, 35801. IFB Number, Project
Name, Contractor’s name and Alabama License number must be printed on the outside of each sealed bid. Bidder
instructions, including pre-bid meeting and contractor questionnaire details, are provided in the bid documents.

The scope of work includes the construction of a high-pressure booster pump station (including site preparation and
access) and approximately 2800 LF of buried 10” Sch 40 welded steel pipe. The contractor shall furnish all supervision,
labor, materials, supplies, tools, equipment, and transportation necessary to perform the construction called for under
this contract in a timely, safe, and professional manner. E-mail miranda.duke@hsvutil.org for a copy of the contract
documents.

As part of the prequalification process, attendance at the prebid meeting is considered mandatory. Location for both
meetings will be at the Huntsville Utilities Downtown Building located at 112 Spragins Street Huntsville, AL 35801.
Pre-bid meeting/site visit: 9:00 a.m. CST on July 11, 2023

Bid opening meeting: 9:00 a.m. CST on August 9, 2023

Bids will be accepted only from qualified General Contractors licensed prior to the bid opening by the State of Alabama.
A cashier's check or a bid bond payable to the City of Huntsville, Alabama, d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities for an amount not
less than 5% of the contractor's bid, but in no event more than $10,000.00, will be required to accompany each bid. A
performance bond, a payment bond, a maintenance bond, and insurance will be required prior to execution of the
contract. The estimated project duration is 20 months, liquidated damages are included as part of this bid.

No bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for the receipt of bids for a period of ninety (90) days.
The right to reject any and all bids is reserved.

Miranda Duke — Purchasing Agent
City of Huntsville, d/b/a/ Huntsville Utilities

NORTH CAROLINA
MECKLENBURG COUNTY

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
Case Number: 23 SP 1001

IN RE ADOPTION OF:
Sar’Renity Ni’Kole Milan

TO: Any Unknown or Unnamed John Doe who may be the biological father

TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for Adoption has been filed for the adoption of a female child,
born January 24, 2017, in Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama to Maryann Elizabeth Skillern
(Black woman, brown hair, brown eyes, 32 years old at time of conception). It is believed that
the child was conceived in Huntsville, Alabama in April or May 2016. You must either file a
written response to the Clerk of Superior Court of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina or
otherwise make defense to such petition within forty (40) days after the date of the first
publication of this notice (June , 2023) exclusive of such date, to participate in and to receive
further notice of the proceeding, including notice of the time and place of any hearing. Upon
your failure to respond to the petition within the time prescribed, petitioner will apply to the
court for an order that your consent to the adoption is not required and for a decree of adoption
which will terminate any parental rights you may have with respect to the child.

Amy Wallas Fox, Esq.

Attorney for Petitioners

Claiborne Fox Bradley Goldman, PLLC
417 East Blvd. Suite 101

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203
Telephone: 704-702-0300

June 7, 2023, June 14, 2023, and June 21, 2023

DCM Form C-14
August 2021

SAMPLE FORM OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR COMPLETION
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is hereby given

MG Roofing, Inc.
(Contractor Company Name)
Contractor, has completed the Contract for [J(Construction) (Renovation) [J(Alteration)
[J(Equipment) [](Improvement) of (Name of Project):

that

Madison County Elementary School Roofing Gymnasium Band Room and Locker Room

UNA Rogers Hall Renovations

at

(Insert location data in County or City)
for the State of Alabama and the (County) (City) of Florence

Owner(s), and have made request for final settlement of said Contract. All persons having
any claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in connection with this project should immediately
notify

Brad Slater Construction 28 Dunn Fall River Road Leoma, TN 38468

DOCUMENT 29

NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
Case No. DV 2023-900040

REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
V8.
VELLON MARELL BLANKENSHIP aka MARELL BLANKENSHIP

TO: VELLON MARELL BLANKENSHIP aka MARELL BLANKENSHIP. 816
Annlau Ave, SE, Huntsville, AL 35802.

VELLON MARELL BLANKENSHIP aka MARELL BLANKENSHIP. 816 Annlau
Ave. SE, Huntsville, AL 35802, must answer the Summons and Complaint filed by
Redstone Federal Credit Union against them secking judgment for $6543.04 plus
interest and costs as more particularly described in said Summons and Complaint.
The above named is required to answer on or before August 21, 2023, or a judgment

(Architect / Engineer)

MG Roofing, Inc.
(Contractor)

2714 Avalon Ave
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661

(Business Address)

NOTE: This notice must be run once a week for four successive weeks for projects
exceeding $50,000.00. For projects of $50,000.00 or less, run one time only. A
copy of the publisher's affidavit of publication (including a copy of the advertisement)
shall be submitted by the Contractor to the Design Professional for inclusion with
DCM Form B-13: Final Payment Checklist for state agencies, PSCA-funded and other
bond-funded projects.
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DCM Form C-14
August 2021

SAMPLE FORM OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR COMPLETION
LEGAL NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is hereby given

MG ROOFING, INC.
(Contractor Company Name)
Contractor, has completed the Contract for [J(Construction) [J(Renovation) [T](Alteration)
[J(Equipment) (Improvement) of (Name of Project):

that

Walnut Grove Roofing Repairs - Main Building Area For The Madison County Schools, Huntsville, AL

‘Walnut Grove Elementary School

at

(Insert location data in County or City)
for the State of Alabama and the (County) (City) of Madison County

Owner(s), and have made request for final settlement of said Contract. All persons having
any claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in connection with this project should immediately
notify

STEPHEN WARD & ASSOCIATES, INC. 128 JETPLEX CIRLCE

MADISON, AL 35758

(Architect / Engineer)

MG ROOFING, INC.

(Contractor)

2714 AVALON AVE
MUSCLE SHOALS, AL 35661

(Business Address)

NOTE: This notice must be run once a week for four successive weeks for projects
exceeding $50,000.00. For projects of $50,000.00 or less, run one time only. A
copy of the publisher's affidavit of publication (including a copy of the advertisement)
shall be submitted by the Contractor to the Design Professional for inclusion with
DCM Form B-13: Final Payment Checklist for state agencies, PSCA-funded and other
bond-funded projects.
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by default may be rendered against them in Case No. DV 2023-900040, District Court
of Madison County, Alab;

Done the 16™ day of June, 2023,

Dates to Publish in the Speakin’ Qut News: June 21, June 28, July 5, and July 12,
2023,

Mail bill and proof of publication to:

Jeffrey L. Cook

Attorney for Redstone Federal Credit Union
P.O. Box 5585

Huntsville, AL 35814

Xe¢:  Speakin’ Out News
Madison County Bulletin Board

The address of said property being 298 Race Track Road, New Hope, AL 35760.

BY ORDER OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA, ANY
INTEREST OF THE ABOVE DEFENDANT IN THE DESCRIBED PROPERTY SHALL
BE SOLD BY THE CLERK OF THE COURT ON THE 19" DAY OF JULY, 2023, AT 12:00
PM O’CLOCK ON THE STEPS OF THE MADISON COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 100
NORTH SIDE SQUARE, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER.
Done this 13" day of June, 2023 __s/Debra Kizer mm

Circuit Clerk of Madison County, Alabama

The above notice shall be published in the Speakin’ Out Newspaper, once per week for four
consecutive weeks. Dates to Publish: June 21, June 28, July 5 and July 12, 2023.

Mail bill to:

Jeffrey L. Cook

Attorney for Redstone Federal Credit Union
P.O. Box 5585

Huntsville, AL 35814

Mail proof of publication to:
Circuit Civil Division

100 North Side Square
Huntsville, AL 35801

Xc:  Speakin’ Out News
Madison County Bulletin Board
Jeffrey L. Cook

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
Case No. CV 2022-901279

REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

VS.

JERRY DARRELL WILBURN

TO: JERRY DARRELL WILBURN, 334 Delynn Dr. Hazel Green, AL 35750

JERRY DARRELL WILBURN, 334 Delynn Dr. Hazel Green, AL 35750, must
answer the Summons and Complaint filed by Redstone Federal Credit Union against
them seeking foreclosure and sale of certain real property as more particularly
described in said Summons and Complaint. The above named are required to answer
on or before August 16, 2023, or a judgment by default may be rendered against them
in Case No. CV 2022-901279, Circuit Court of Madison County, Alabama.

Done the 13" day of June, 2023.

_s/Debra Kizer mm
Circuit Clerk of Madison County,Alabama

Dates to Publish: June 21, June 28, July 5 and July 12, 2023.

Mail bill and proof of publication to:
Jeffrey L. Cook

Attorney for Redstone Federal Credit Union
P.O. Box 5585

Huntsville, AL 35814

Xc:  Speakin’ Out News
Madison County Bulletin Board

STOP

Elder Abuse,
Neglect &
Exploitation

Submit a report to the
Alabama Department of
Human Resources Adult
Protective Services Division

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

X 1-800-458-7214
5@4 aps@dhr.alabama.gov

Become an

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

Provider

JEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

“Love Never Ages”

NOTICE OF SALE BY CLERK OF THE COURT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA
Case No. CV 2021-901195

REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
VS.
JOHNNY R. DAVIS and WILLIAM HORNBUCKLE and NANCY HORNBUCKLE

ON JULY 28, 2022, ORDER WAS ENTERED IN THE ABOVE CASE FOR JUDICIAL
FORECLOSURE AND SALE BY THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PROPERTY:

Tract 15:

All that part of Section 4, Township 6 South, Range 2 Fast
of the Huntsville Meridian, Madison County, Alabama, more
particularly described as beginning at a point located North
03 degrees 06 minutes 52 seconds West 190.11 feet from the
center of the South boundary of said Section 4; said point
being located in Race Tract Road;

Thence from the Point of Beginming South B89 degrees 34
minutes 30 seconds West 20.86 fest to a 5/8" capped rebar
set on the right-of-way of Race Tract Road;

Thence leaving said right-of-way South 89 degrees 34 minutes
30 seconds West a distance of 275.36 feet to a capped 5/8"
rebar set;

Thence North 03 degrees 39 minutes 42 seconds East a
distance of 105.00 feet to a 5/8" rebar set;

Thence North 89 degrees 33 minutes 19 seconds Bast a
distance of 273.90 feet to a capped 5/8" rebar set in the
right-of-way of Race Tract Road;

Thence continue North 89 degrees 33 minutes 19 seconds East
a distance of 21.32 feet to a point in Race Tract Road;

Thence along said road South 03 degrees 06 minutes 52
seconds West a distance of 105.03 feet to the Point of
Beginning and containing 0.71 acres more or less.

The above described property is subject to a part of the
right-of-way of Race Tract Road leaving an aggregate of 0.66
acres more or less.

This property is conveyed with the following restrictions
which will run with the land:

1. only single family homes will be allowed and each home
must include a minimum of 1,300 square feet to living
space exclusive of open porches, attics, basements and
garages.

2. Douslewides will be allowed but must be set on permanent
foundati and include a minimum of 1,300 sg. ft. Of
living space.

3. A1l buildings will be set back 50 feet from the center
of paved road.

SUFFERING
FROM LONG-TERM
COVID EFFECTS?

FIGHT COVID
WITH FACTS

alabamaunites.com
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CHILD WELLBEING

continued from page 1

opportunities for chil-
dren and families.

“While Alabama may be
moving up in the rankings
compared to other states
measured in this year’s
KIDS COUNT Data Book,
we are at best struggling to
hold the line,” Mann said.

“Overall, the well-being
of children in Alabama
stayed the same or wors-
ened in 11 of the 16 indica-
tors that the Casey Foun-
dation tracks. Still, this
stands in contrast to what
children in many other
states have experienced
over the last few years,
especially as it relates to
education outcomes. State
leaders should be proud
of what they implemented

to mitigate COVID disrup-
tions, but as this report
suggests, we still have a lot
of work left to do.”
Alabama students now
rank 41st in the country in
fourth-grade reading out-
comes and 43rd in eighth-
grade math, jumping six
spots in both subjects. But
those gains more likely
point to the state’s scores
worsening at a slower pace
due to the pandemic in-
stead of increases in stu-
dent achievement.
According to the report,
72% of fourth-graders
scored below proficient
reading levels in 2022,
the same percentage who
tested below proficiency in
2019. Eighty-one percent

of eighth graders tested
below proficient math
levels—a two percent in-
crease from the 2019 rate.

Compared to the nation-
al average, Alabama falls
behind by an average of
about 5 percentage points
on all of the education in-
dicators except for high
school graduation rates.

Recently released test
scores from this school
year showed that 76% of
third graders are reading
on grade level, a decrease
of two percentage points
from last year.

Still, Alabama ranked
39th in education, its high-
est ranking among the four
categories measured by
the report. The state also
ranked in the top 20 in
two indicators: 3rd in the
percentage of high school
students not graduating on
time (only 9%), and 15th in

the rate of children without
health insurance (only 4%).

It ranked in the bottom
five in three indicators:
low Dbirth-weight babies
(10.4%), child and teen
deaths per 100,000 (44%),
and teen births (23 per
1,000 births).

She hopes lawmakers
will continue to use the
data provided in the report
to move the needle on child
wellness in Alabama.

“It's so important for us
to look at the data and un-
derstand what the data is
trying to tell us. Put it in
context, rather than being
upset about our ranking,”
said Mann. “We certainly
would like to rank even
higher, but what’s more
important to us is, did we
move the needle and do we
have the program in place
to keep progressing?”

KICKBACK SCHEME

continued from page 1

The plea agreement,
which Plump signed on
May 18, references two
other figures involved in
the kickback scheme —
“Legislator #1 and “Indi-
vidual #1 — but doesn’t
identify them by name.

The other legislator
mentioned in the plea
agreement is Rep. John
Rogers, who identi-
fied himself to AL.com
as “Legislator #1 when
federal prosecutors an-
nounced the charges
against Plump. Prosecu-
tors assert, and Plump
said in his plea agree-
ment, that the legislator
directed tax money to
Plump’s baseball league

as “part of the conspira-
cy.”

Rogers has repeatedly
told AL.com that he did
nothing wrong and got no
money.

The third figure, listed
in the plea agreement as
“Individual #1,” is a leg-
islative aide to Rogers.
Rogers identified her as
his longtime privately
employed assistant, Var-
rie Johnson.

“I trust her, and whatev-
er Fred and her did, that’s
their business. I don’t
know anything about it,”
Rogers, D-Birmingham,
told AL.com. “He’s sup-
posed to do what he’s
supposed to do with it. If

he doesn’t, then he’s in
trouble. I guarantee you
I haven't done a damn
thing.”

Johnson has not been
charged with wrongdoing.
She did not return calls
or respond to messages
from AL.com for this ar-
ticle.

Richard Jaffe, the Bir-
mingham attorney rep-
resenting Plump in the
federal case, said he does
not dispute that Johnson
is “Individual #1 as listed
in the plea agreement.
AL.com also confirmed
that Johnson is “Individ-
ual #1 in interviews with
three other sources.

While she is not listed
as a legislative employee
in state records, Rogers
told AL.com he employs
Johnson and pays her
privately to assist him

with both public and pri-
vate matters.

“She handles all my af-
fairs, my care and every-
thing,” Rogers said. “I pay
her. The state does not
pay her.”

Rogers said that some-
times when he is busy
or unavailable, he has
Johnson handle his leg-
islative business, such as
signing his name on pa-
perwork. The 82-year-old
legislator said he suffers
from hip problems and
that Johnson is also his
“caretaker,” driving him
around and helping with
daily tasks.

“She is working for
me,” Rogers said. “I let
her sign my name. I give
her permission.”

Rogers said he has nev-
er misused public money.

continued from page 1

about 55% Black.

The other six districts
range from about 60% to
81% white. Alabama has had
the same 6-to-1 ratio since
District 7 became a majority
Black district in 1992.

Democrats and the orga-
nizations that supported the
lawsuit hailed the Supreme
Court decision as historic
because it could result in
a congressional delega-
tion that better reflects the
state’s population.

But there are no guaran-

tees that a revised map will
result in Alabama sending a
second Black representative
to Congress, a former politi-
cal science professor and a
Republican political consul-
tant said.
Jess Brown, former po-
litical science professor
at Athens State University
and a longtime observer of
Alabama politics, said he
expects the Legislature to
add Black voters to District
2 to try to satisfy the court’s
mandate for a second dis-
trict where Blacks have an
opportunity to elect their
chosen candidate.

District 2 extends from
the Wiregrass to Montgom-
ery and neighboring coun-
ties. Except for District 7,
District 2 has the largest
proportion of Black popula-
tion at 30%.

Brown said District 2
could become a swing dis-
trict or one that leans Demo-
crat depending on how the
black-white ratio changes.
About 90% of Black voters
vote for Democratic can-
didates, Brown said, while
white voters overwhelming
support Republicans.

“If that district is still less
than 40% minority, given the
racial polarization in vot-
ing, that’s still going to be a
noncompetitive district and
it’s going to be a Republican
district,” Brown said.

“If the minority popula-
tion gets to 40%, that district
starts to be competitive. It’s
not a D district, it's not an R

DEMOCRAT SEAT

district, it starts to look pur-
ple to me when you reach
40%. And at about 45% mi-
nority voters, I think a dis-
trict would have be viewed
as competitive and perhaps
even leaning Democratic.”

District 7, on the other
hand, stands to lose some
Black voters on a redrawn
map, lowering the margin
of the Black majority closer
to 50% and possibly mak-
ing that district less safe
for Sewell, Alabama’s only
Democratic representative
and only Black member of
Congress.

“Now what Republicans
might try to do is trade off
here,” Brown said.

“If we're having to give up
a solid district (District 2),
we're going to try to make
the Democrats give up a
solid district (District 7). So
we're going to create two dis-
tricts and each of them are
roughly 47 percent minority
(for example). So that it will
just be two competitive dis-
tricts.”

Republican political con-
sultant Jonathan Gray ex-
pects substantial changes
to District 1, which includes
Mobile and Baldwin counties
and the southwest corner of
the state, and District 2.

Gray said his best guess is
that the new map will have
Congressman Barry Moore,
R-Enterprise, running as
an incumbent in a redrawn
District 2 that is closer to a
50-50 racial split and more
favorable for a Democratic
candidate.

But Gray said Democrats
could still face an uphill
battle against the incum-
bent Moore, partly because
he said they have not been
effective at raising money in
recent Alabama elections.

Meanwhile, Sewell who is
serving her seventh term,
could face more risk in what
has been a safe district.

“You know the old saying.
Please don’t throw me in
the briar patch,” Gray said.
“There are some people in

the Legislature saying, ‘You
want two districts? We'll
give them to you. But they’re
going to be competitive.’

“By diluting Terri Sewell’s
district and adding white
voters and moving black
voters to a second district,
you’re not going to have a
guaranteed district. What
youre now going to have
is two very competitive dis-
tricts.”

Sewell, who applauded
the court ruling, said Thurs-
day she expects District 7
to change but also expects
to continue to represent it.
A native of Selma who lives
in Birmingham, Sewell said
she recognizes that some
areas of the Black Belt in
her district might move to
another.

“I've enjoyed represent-
ing the amazing district that
includes so many of the his-
toric civil rights sites and
places,” Sewell said. “And
I've enjoyed representing a
majority of the Black Belt.
I grew up in the Black Belt,
I'm a daughter of the Black
Belt.”

“But progress demands
that you make sacrifices,
and this is a small price to
pay to get fair representation
in the state of Alabama,”
Sewell said.

Both Brown and Gray said
they expect the most sub-
stantial changes to the map
to be south of Birmingham.
In particular, they do not
expect changes that would
pose any risk for Reps. Mike
Rogers in District 3 in east
Alabama or Robert Aderholt
in District 4 in northwest
Alabama.

Aderholt is in his 14th
term, serves on the appro-
priations committee and is
the chairman of an appro-
priations subcommittee.
Rogers is in his 11th term
and chairs the House Armed
Services Committee.

“It matters a lot for Ala-
bama the amount of clout
we have in Washington,”
Brown said.

“And right now there are
two of our House members
that have seats in the front
benches. It's Aderholt, and

it's Rogers. And I just can’t
see the Legislature wanting
to substantially redo their
districts.”

Brown said he does not
expect changes as sweeping
as some of those proposed
by the experts for the plain-
tiffs in the lawsuit.

The court found that
those proposed maps with
a second majority Black dis-
trict were sound in design
and followed traditional re-
districting principals such
as compactness.

Some did propose sub-
stantial change though,
such as changing District
1 from a coastal and south-
west Alabama district to
one that extends across the
southern border of the state
to the Georgia state line.

“I've seen those plaintiff
maps before,” Brown said.

“I'll be very surprised if the
Legislature disturbs existing
districts that much. It’s like
a puzzle, it’s got seven piec-
es. And when you change
the shape of one piece, you
inevitably change the shape
of at least one other piece,
perhaps multiple pieces of
the puzzle. So there will be
some reconfiguration of dis-
tricts. But I'm guessing that
the major shifts will occur
Birmingham-south, with
perhaps limited tweaking
above Birmingham.”

Gray said one potential is-
sue with substantial chang-
es to Districts 1 and 2 would
be putting District 1 Rep.
Jerry Carl, R-Mobile, in the
same district as Moore.

“You may have Barry
Moore, running as an in-
cumbent in a new district
that was drawn for Demo-
crats,” Gray said.

“And I guess we're going
to flip a coin and see if Barry
can withstand the challenge.
That’s what I think is go-
ing to happen. But if they’re
not careful in drawing that
boundary line when they
redraw 1 and 2, (they) could
end up pitting Jerry Carl and
Barry Moore head-to-head
and one of the two is going
home.”
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Birmingham sites,
well as dispensaries in Mo-
bile, Montgomery, Dothan,
Gadsden, Loxley, Foley,
Demopolis, Monroeville,
and Owens Cross Roads,
which is about 15 miles
south of Huntsville.

Birmingham and Mobile
officials also said they
haven’t had any apply for
licenses yet, but it’s prob-
ably too early for that.

The companies won't
get their licenses from the
AMCC until July 10.

FRED GHAYcontinued from page 1

Gray said, “I am honored,
appreciative and humbled
that the ABA Board of Gover-
nors has selected me as the
2023 recipient of the ABA
Medal. It is a great honor to
be recognized by my peers.
I am appreciative because it
comes late in life, at the age
of 92, while I still can enjoy
it. I am humbled to be add-
ed to this list of great legal
minds and leaders.”

Gray'’s legal work led to in-
tegration at both the Univer-
sity of Alabama and Auburn
University. In 1967, he won
a court order that integrated
all Alabama educational in-
stitutions that were not al-
ready under court orders. At
the time, Gray’s motto was
“to destroy everything seg-
regated I could find.”

JOE BIDEN FRED GRAY

In 2022, President Joe
Biden awarded Gray the
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the nation’s highest
civilian honor. Biden called
Gray, “one of the most im-
portant civil rights lawyers
in our history.”

Gray previously served
in the Alabama House of
Representatives in 1970, be-
coming one of the first two
Black Alabama State Legis-

latures since Reconstruc-
tion, along with Thomas
Reed. He also was president
of the National Bar As-
sociation in 1985 and the
first Black president of the
Alabama Bar Association in
2002.

“Fred Gray is a giant in
the American legal profes-
sion,” ABA President Debo-
rah Enix-Ross said. “As a
pioneering lawyer and as
a courageous civil rights
leader, he is a role model for
many. Fred Gray, a longtime
ABA member, embodies ev-
erything that our members
aspire to be.”

Gray still practices law
with the firm Gray, Lang-
ford, Sapp, McGowan, Gray,
Gray & Nathanson in Tuske-
gee and Montgomery.

Other recipients of the
ABA Medal include: Chief
Justices Warren E. Burger
and Charles Evans Hughes,
and Associate Justices
Stephen G. Breyer, Lewis
F. Powell, Jr., Sandra Day
O’Connor, Thurgood Mar-
shall, William J. Brennan,
Anthony M. Kennedy, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, Tom Clark
and Felix Frankfurter.

JULY SPEGIAL SESSION

continued from page 1

lenging the map filed a
separate motion Thurs-
day also asking the court
to give the Legislature un-
til July 21 to draw a new
map.

The court held a status
conference with the law-
yers Friday morning and
agreed with the proposed
schedule. The court also
agreed that if the plain-
tiffs challenge a new plan
passed by the Legislature
that it would hold a hear-
ing on August 14.

The court has experts
in place to draw a map if
the Legislature fails to
approve a map by July 21.
In that case, the court-
drawn map would be used
in the 2024 election.

For a plan to be ap-
proved by July 21, Gov.
Kay Ivey would have to
call a special session of
the Legislature to start no
later than July 17. It takes
a minimum of five days to
approve a new plan.

The U.S. Supreme
Court ruled June 8 that
Alabama’s congressio-
nal map, with six major-
ity white districts and
one majority Black, most
likely violates the Vot-
ing Rights Act because
it dilutes the Black vote.
Blacks make up 27%
of the state’s popula-
tion. The justices said
the Black population is
geographically compact
enough for a second ma-
jority-Black or near ma-
jority-Black district that

is reasonably configured.

The Supreme Court de-
cision returned the case
to the three-judge court,
which had ruled last year
the map likely violated
the Voting Rights Act.
The three-judge court
had issued a preliminary
injunction to block the
state from using the dis-
trict map in the 2022 elec-
tions. The Supreme Court
put a hold on that injunc-
tion and allowed the map
to be used last year. But
the June 8 ruling means
that the preliminary in-
junction is back in place,
and the state must come
up with a new map before
the 2024 election.

The three-judge court
ruled last year that a new
map must have a second
majority Black district
or an additional district
where Black voters have
an opportunity to elect
a representative of their
choice to meet the re-
quirements of the Voting
Rights Act.

The three judges, Cir-
cuit Judge Stanley Mar-
cus, District Judge Anna
M. Manasco, and District
Judge Terry F. Moorer, are
holding a status confer-
ence with the lawyers on
Friday morning.

The litigation involves
three similar lawsuits
known by the names of
the lead plaintiffs, the
Milligan case, the Caster
case, and the Singleton
case.
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